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service men's organizations be afforded the prh·ilege of being 
present at such hearings; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

2212. By Mr. SCHALL: Petition of Pittsburgh Teachers' 
A._ sociation, Pittsburgh, Pa .. sent by Ralph Elliott Blakesless, 
president, indorsing libel'ty calendar bill; to the Committee on 
the Library. 

2213. By Mr. TINKHAl\1: Petitions of citizens of Boston, 
l\laritime A ·sociation of the Boston Chamber of Commerce, 
Military Order of the World War, and the De Valera Associates, 
of "Massachusetts, faT"oring the releHse of Enmon de Valera; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2214. By Mr. ·wILSON of Indiana: Petition of 114 names ot 
voters of the first dish·ict of Indiana, denumding that the quota 
of 1890 be used as a basis for determining the number of aliens 
to be admitted from each country to the United States ; to the 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

HOUSE OF REPRESEXTATIVES 
SuNnAr, April 6, 1924 

The House met at 11 o'clock a. m. and was called to ol'der 
by the Speaker pro tempore, l\fr. COLLIER. 

'l'he following prayer was offered by the .ReY. Doctor William 
B. "\Yaller: 

0 Thou in wl1om we liYe an<l moYe aud ham our being, we 
thank Thee for life with all its pri\ileges and opportunities 
alHl for the measure of health and strength Thou hast given us. 

May we use these blessings for the good of our fellowmen 
and for tile advancement of Thy Kinguom. 

l\Iay -we profit from the liyes of those we remember this day. 
Illes.· those that mourn. Fulfill to them Thy promise: 

''Blessed are the3· that mourn, for thf>y shall be comforted." 
"\Ye inYoke Thy blessing and guidance upon our Preshlent, 

upon Congress, and nll in authority. 
Enable us all so to live and serve in this life that in the 

world to come we may have life everlasting; through Je!"us 
Christ, our Friend and our Redeemer. Amen. · 

ME)10RI.AL ADDHESSES ON THE LA.TE HO "· B. G. HU:liPHREYS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. To-day has been set apart by 

special order for addresses on the life antl character of the 
Hon. B. G. HUMPHREYS, late a Representath·e from the State 
of :;\lissis 'ippi. The gentleman from l\lississippi [)fr. Qurn] 
will take the chair. 

l\lr. QUIN took the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 
l\lr. COLLIER. Mr. Speaker, I offer the follo\\·ing resolu

tiorn~ , and ask for thell' immediate consideration. 
Tile Clerk reacl a follows: 

Ilouse Resolution 248 
R esufred, 'l'hat the l.JusinC8s of the Ilouse IJe now ::;uspended, that op

portuuity may be given for tril.Jutes to the memory of Ilon. BEXJA!\IIN 

Gnrnn Hl'\IPHREYS, late a 1\Iember of this House from the State of 
i\1 ississippJ . 

Resolr cd. That as a partieular mark of respect to the memory of the 
decC'a ."ed. and tn recoguition of his disliuguif'hC'd public career, the 
Hous1' , at the conclu. ion of these exercises, shall :;:tand adjourned. 

R esolved_. '.fhat the Clerk communicate tbC'se resolutions to the Senate. 
R e.sokcd, That the Clerk send a copr of tbe~ resolutions to the 

family of the dl'Ceased. 

Tbe resolutions were agreed to. 

::'!Ir. COLLIER. 1\lr. Speaker, lleath has heen busy in the 
rank. of those elected to the Sixty-eighth Congress. When we 
met last December we mourned the lo~s of m:-rn~· here in the 
House of Representatives and in the Senate of the United 
State8. 

To-<lny we pay a trihute .of loYe and re~pect to tlle 111emory 
of our late colleague, Hon. EE~JA~ux G&FBB HUMPHREY-.·, of 
~issis:-:ippL It was my good fortune to ba-rn been intimatel~ 
acquainted with BEx Hc11PHREYR. I fir t mC't him at the lTni
wrsity of ::\Ussissippi 'vhere we were fellow students. The 
acquaintanct> commencing in tho~e early days ripened into a 
~incere nnd lasting friendship. 

Aside from the magnetic personality which l\Ir. Hu~PHREYS 
possessed in n re1mtrkable degree, there were many reasons 
whv I sl1ould haYe IJet>n attracte<l toward him e\~en before our 
acq~ualntance began. I had so ofteu hean1 my father speak of 
his father, who was the commander first of the regiment and 
afterwarclc;; of the brigade in which my fatber served during 
the entire perio<l of the Civil War, tlrnt I was an:s:iou8 to meet 
and to know the son of one for whom my father entertained 
so much admiration and respect. 

We served togetll'er in this House for over 14 years, part of 
the time sharing the same apartment and living nt the ~nme 
11otel. 
BE~JAlflN G. HUMPHREYS was born in Claiborne County, 

Miss., on August 17, 1865. His father, Benjamin G. Humphre~· :;, 
was colonel of the Twenty-first Mississippi Regiment in 
Barksdale's brigade, and took command of the brig11de at 
Gettysburg after General Barksdale was killed. He was elected 
Governor of · Mississippi October 2, 1865, and exercised the 
duties of that office until June 15, 1868, when, during the re
construction period, he was succeeded by Adelbert Ames, of 
l\1assach usetts. 

IlEN HuMPHREYR's mother was l\Illdred Hickman 1\Iaury, of 
Tennessee. He married Miss Louise Yerger, of Greenville, 
l\Iiss., on October 9, 1890. He had two children, R daughter, 
l\1rs. Ralph McGee, and a son. WILLIAM YERGER HUMPHREYS, 
who is now a distinguished Member of this House. 
BE~ HFMPHREYS had a varieu experience in different bu ·iness 

occupations. He first engaged in mercantile pur::;uits, clerking 
in a store. He then became a commercial traveler. 

He was superintendent of education for Le Flore County for 
four years. Though seYeral years had elapsed since be bad 
been a student at the University of )lississippi, he returneLl to 
that institution in order to take up the study of law. He was 
a presidential elector in 189~ antl 'vas selected messenger to 
bring l\Iississippi's vote for Cle-veland to Washington. 

In 1895 he was elected district attorney for the Fourth Cir
cuit Court District of l\1ississippi for a term of four ;years, and 
was reelected without opposition in 1899. During the period 
of Ur. Hv:MPHREYs's incumbency of the office of district attor
ney be took part in several of the most noted criminal prosecu
tions in tlle history of 1\lississippi and•soon gained, as a ju8t 
and fearle s representatirn of tlle State., an enviable reputation. 

When war was declared against Spain in 1898 :\Ir. Hul\c
PHREYS at once raised a company at Greenwoou and offered to 
resign the office of district attorney, but GoY. A. J. 1\lcLaurin 
refu ·ed to accept his resignation, and gave him leave of absence 
instead. 

He se1Ted in the Second Mississippi Volunteer Infantry under 
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee during the entire period of the war, and 
was mustered out with his regiment at Columbia, Tenn.. in 
Dec-ember. 1898. 

"Upon tile reorganization of the Mississippi National Guard 
after the Spanish-American War in 1899 he was comrni::i::iionetl 
major· in the First l\1i8sissippi Regiment. 

In 1902 he was eleeted to Congre~s and was reelected 10 
times. He had the distinetion of serving in this House for a 
longer period of time than any other ItepresentatiYe from the 
State of Mississippi. 

l\1r. HUMPHREYS came to the House of Representatives rich 
in the experience of many <lifferent yoeations in life. In eaeh 
he hacl been successful, and the knowledge ~mined in the·c 
various vocations contributed much to his usefulness a, a 
Member of this House. 

Mr. Hu~rPHREYS wa · a legislator of distinguialled ability. 
Early specializing on all matters connected with rh·er and 
harbor legislation he oon bec11me an acknowledged authority 
on such legislation. He wu:-; tl1e author of a book on tlle 'Ub
ject of the "Floods and Le1ees of the Missi.·sippi IU-ver," whkh 
i · a valuable contribution to the history of ::\lissi ·sippi mrnr 
legislation. 

His tireless efforts in behalf of levee construction and revet
ment work were crowned with the most complete f-m cee ·s and 
the completion of the long line of leYees controlling the great
est riYer in the world is a Ia:;tiug monument to the gelliu~ 
and perseverance of BE~ HUMPHREYS. 

While Mr. HuMPHREYs's fame as a statesman re 'ts primarily 
upon the splendid senices he r endered to those Jh·ing in the 
lower Mississippi Valley, his knowledge of all matter per
taining to general legishltion was profound. He wa a man 
of strong com·ictions and the courageous rnnnuer in wliich he 
ga1e utterance to those convictions was ·uperh. :Xo Itepre:.-ent
atirn e1er tried more to represent t he wislle · of hi: c011stit
uents. He sought their ad\·ice and their counsel at all times, 
but unmoYed :-ilike by public clamor or impulRive nppeals. in 
his quiet, unassuming way he rnHrle up bis rninct aml arrh·e1l 
at his conclusion, which onre reached, eonsrious of the wl.'dom 
and the reetitude of that conclusion, no eon~ideration of in
terest, no fear of consequences coulcl move. 

When the Committee on Flood Control was created, BF:N 
HUMPHREYS was appointed chairman. During the time be 
presided oYer that c:ommittee the most important and far
reacbing river legislation ever enac:ted by au American Con
gress was adopted. Gi·ring full cretlit to all whom credit is 
due, I do uot belieYe it can l>e successfully denied tllat the 
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flood control act, which meant the completion of the levee 
system on the ::Missis ·ippi River, would ever . have passed 
through this House and become a law without the tact, per
severance, and exhaustive information possessed in a marvelous 
degree by BEN HmrPHREYS in conducting the passage of that 
bill through the House. 

Within the last two or three days there was an account in 
the Yazoo Sentinel of Yazoo City, Miss., of the Army bill which 
curried the recent appropriation for flood control, and there 
wa a reference therein to the late Mr. HmrPHREYS, which I 
think is not inappropriate to read : 

It is appropriate to remark in this connection that Mississippi 
Rln>r :tlood control, ns perfected by to-day's development in Con
gress, marks the crowning achievement of the 20 years' faithful 
nnd CQru;tructive labors of the late BENJAMIN G. HUMPHREYS 8.8 a 
MembPr of the House. Flood control in its present-day legislative 
~volution was the dream of CongresSIDAn BEN HUMPHREYs's 10 terms 
in Congress and he lived to taste of the sweets of its realization. 

I believe it can be truthfully stated that BEN HmIPHREYS was 
the most popular mun in the House of Representatives, and 
certainly no individual Member on either side of the aisle 
po. sessed more influence in this House than our late colleague 
from Mississippi. 

He was fond of people· and people were fond of him. 
Always cheerful, with a keen sense of humor, his quaint, 

unexpected sayings ndded to the charm of :ais conversation 
and made him a welcome addition to any gathering. 

1\Ir. Robert ::\!. Gates, the correspondent of the Memphis 
Commercial Appeal, who was a devoted friend of Ur. HcM
PHREYS, wrote the day after his death a beautiful tribute to 
him, part of which I will read. 

BE.· HUMPHREYS is dead. If that mournful message had been read in 
the Hou e of Representatives to the 435 of his late colleagues an audible 
si!?'h of sorrow would have swept the vast ball and tears would ha•e 

·~there-0 in eye~ that have not wept in years, so beloved was he and so 
poignantly personal the grief that filled e>ery heart in which he occu
pied a place of friendly affection. 

By every outward token by which the thoughts of men may be 
rightfully interpreted and their deeper and truer feelings plumbed, 
BE:-lJ.A.MIN GRUBB HUMPHREYS was regarded,by his colleagues, Democrats 
and Republicans alike, with a warmth of affectionate admiration that 
took no account of his membership of the House as a mark of technical 
nnd official identification with that body, but which testified truly and 
tenderly to the unostentatious triumph of a per onality to whose per
sua ive inlluence men instinctively yielded as a tribute. 

A TRUE GENTLJCM.A.N 

Whether in the open forum or debate, in which pa. ion and partisan 
feeling are too often the thunder and Ughtning, whether in cloukroom 
where men gather in the seclusion and prirncy of social intimacy and 
wht>re men are known and reveal themselves a they are and not as 
they seem when strutting the stage of action under the concentrated 
attention of gallery observers, or whether in the atmo phere of the 
freedom of his private offire, BE~ Hc::MPHREYS was always his real and 
true self-a gentleman by ancestral lineage and unbroken practice, a 
roan whose manhood was founded upon the unblastaule rock of moral 
and physical courage and unshakable honor, a practical statesman 
whose highest concept of duty was epitomized in three words-worthy 
public serrice. But it was as a friend in the forging of the links in 
the chain that binds men in the strength of sacrificing friendship that 
BE~ 'EltJID'HREYS, the man, will survive longei.--t in the memory of those 
whose priYilege it was to know him, to lo\"e, honor, and respect for 
those rarer qualities of henrt of mind a.nd of soul 

This was the man, the Congressman, whose cleath at any time would 
have been too soon and whose taking off with tragic suddenness thou
sands will mourn and mingle their tean; with his grief-stricken family 
and relations. 

• * • • • • • 
The people of the lower Mississippi Valley have lost their best and 

most effective :friend in the House of Representatives. To me his 
death is an irreparable loi::s. 

A special meeting of the l'ili si ippi Society, of which Mr. HUM· 

PHREYS was an active member, will be called to take uitable action. 
To tOO writer of this article the death of BE~ HUlfPHREYS de

priv~ him of a friend whose ever delightful and inspiring companion
.ship was prized .as one of the most fortunate as well as beneficial 
achievements of his nearly 20 years in the national press gulleries. 

Farewell my true ancl noble, big-brained, and generous-hearted 
friend. 

Mr. Speaker, BE~ HuYPHREYs's death was a great shock to 
me. Only a short time before I had seen him at WillQna, where 
we both went to attend the funeral of our friend and late 
colleague, Thomas U. Sisson, who for so many years was a 
distinguished Member of this House. On that day, the last 

time I saw BEN HmIPHREYs alive, I thought he lookecl unusu
ally well, and his sudden and unexpected taking off was a 
great shock to me. 

It was my melancholly privilege to attend his funeral. Every 
business house in the city of Greenville closed. Evidences of 
sorrow and distress were everywhere. Hosts of friemls from 
adjacent counties were present. The Episcopal Church where 
the services were conducted could not accommodate the con
course of friends which had as embled to pay their last tribute 
of respect to this great Mississippian, and there were many 
who stood outside in a drizzling rain while the ser1ices were 
being conducted in the church. 

:Mr. Speaker, it matters little how we die, but it matters much 
how we liYe. Death must come to us all, and it matters little 
how or when it comes, but it matters much whether it follows a. 
well or an ill spent life. 

BE..~ H17MPHREYS lived not in vain. Tbe world is the rieher 
for his life. To-day, in that beautiful land he loYed so well. 
safe behind those levees which hold back the rushing waters of 
the greatest river in all the world, a grateful people will e'er · 
cherish and preserve the memory of their friend and represent
ative who accomplished so much for them. 

BEN Hu~PHREYS left behind him no great treasures in silver, 
or gold, or worldly goods, but he bequeathed to his family and 
his friends that greatest and most precious of all legacies, 0 an 
honored name ; the memory of earnest deed well done." 

Death came to him while he was still in the service of his 
country; while the affairs of goyernment were still in his grasp, 
and while he was surrounded with '"' honor, love, obedience, 
and troops of friends." 

We may well apply to him what Pope said of one of England's 
most beloved men : 

Statesman, yet friend to truth, of soul sincere, 
In action faithful and in honor clear, 
Who broke no promise, served no private end, 
Who gained no title, and who lost no friend. 

He sleeps in tbe cemetery at Greenville on the banks of that 
restless river his genius had contributed so much to control. 
.After fighting a good fight be has gone to his eternal reward. 
He has pa~sed away, but he is not forgotten, for-

Brother, yon have not died in vain, 
For you will live until the end of time; 
Your record shines without a stain, 
The soul of faith marches on unslain 
To the heights of the hills sublime. 

l\lr. COLLIER resumed the chair as Speal(er pro tempore. 

Ur. GARRETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, the great, proud 
Commonwealth of Mississippi brrs gh·en to tne service of State 
and Nation her full quota of illustrious citizens, men whose 
names are imperisbahly inscribed tJI>On the pages of history. 
B~JA~ Gm.~B HU:\IPHREYS, who had served for 20 years 

in the House of Representatives and had been cho. en for an
other term, was in point of virtue, devotion to high ideals in 
the public service, and unswerving intellectual integrity, in 
every way worthy the best and finest traditions of Mississippi's 
justly exalted past. 

It was my good fortune to form his acquaintance at the 
very beginning of my service in this body. Like all others -who 
came in contact with bls charming personality, I fell quickly 
under the spell of his attrac~ions and became his devoted friend 
and sillce1·e admirer. 

We serred together on various committees of the House and 
our social relations were of the most cordial and agreeable 
character. 

He was a gifted and versatile man ; his culture W-"3.S broad 
and thorough. He was an omniverous reader both of literature 
and history, and he read always to good purpose. Few, if any, 
Members of the Honse in my time haYe been so well versed 
as was he in the world's classics of literature and the history 
of his State, his Nation, and of the world. His interest 
went far beyond political and gO'rernmental philosophy and 
activity and touched all the field of intellectual accomplishment 
and ambition . 

He was a ready debater, possessing the ability to state his 
facts and arguments with singular clarity and suecinctnes". 
J.. ¥ o l\Iember had a wider circle of personal friends in the House 
than he, and his wide influence in those matters of legislation 
to which he gave particular attention was a matter of constant 
comment throughout his entire eareer. He established himself 
almost immediately upon beginning his service in the affeetion,~ 
and good graces of the entire membership, including the most 
potent and in!lnential leaders among both political parties, and 

. 
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this station he occupied to the encl throughout all the various 
changes of personnel that took place cluring his long and 
distinguished career. 

In private conversation be was most charming; he pos
sessed a keen and happy sense of humor, told a story in a 
most unique and interesting manner, and was almost iarnriably 
the central figure of nny group of which he was a member. 

As a public man I think it may be said that his outstanding 
characteristic wa bi unswer•ing intellectual integrity. He 
had sincere convictions predicated upon earnest study of the 
genius and spirit of our Government and to these coffvictions 
he gave unhesitating expression by ·mice and vote. 

I do not belieYe he e1er gave the slightest thought to the 
po ·ible effect a rnte of his · might have upon his political 
fortunes. He gave expres ion to his convictions and relied upon 
11i constituency to sustain his course. In this he was ne1er 
di ·appointed. I have had the honor of being in his district 
:mu of observing with cleligbt the sincere affection and un
concealed pride with which bis constih1ents honored him. He 
held their un tinted confidence; they knew him: they believed 
in him, and they proudly showered him with public honors. 

I shall not attempt any detailed re-view of his career. He 
was an actirn Member, faithful to his trust ancl loyal ·to his 

· duty. He seemed to be in the very prime of his intellectual 
and moral powers '1hen the sudden blow fell and the news 
fiaslled over the wires of the Nation that he was gone from 
among us. 

I feel quite certain no death of a Member within my term 
ha been more universally and sincerel)' deplored by all those 
with whom he was a._~ociated. 

His family life was ideal. and to hi. widow and the chil
·dren whom he loved so deeply, one of whom to our great 
pleasure holds now the seat which hi~ illu~tri.ou~ father filled 
• o ably and so long. our heart · go out in tenderest sympathy 
ancl deepest sorrow. 

l\Ir. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker it is a great priyilege to be ac
corded to any man to ser1e as a Member of thi. body, and no 
man in the history of my experience e1er Rer\'ed his people with 
greater fidelity and ability and singleness of purpose than did 
BE.~ HUMPHREYS, in honor of whose memory we are here 
ro-clay. It was my privilege to know BE~ HT.:"")fPHREYS very 
W""ll. We served together on the Ri-vers and Ha1·hor Commit
tee early in my congre~sional career. He was an enthusia. tic 
nd,ocate of the Mi ~ sissippi River del'elopment. He believed 
that the center of the United States beginning nt Cl1icago should 
be connected with the Gulf of l\Iexico h;\· a waterway through 
which the products of the Central West might be carried to 
e-rery part of the world. 

I, under his leadership, on one occasion made a trip from 
Chicago in a little gasoline launch to N"ew Orlean. . We stopped 
at almost every town on the way, and we organized what was 
known as the Lake to the Gulf Waterways A sociation. This asso
ciation became a national figure in the waterway development. 
;rf I am not mistaken, the distinguished Senator from Louisl
noa, Senator RANSDELL, now preside 01er this association. 

BEN Hu~rPHREYS took a particularly acti"1e part in this work, 
as be did in all other works in his leg-islative career. But the 
one thing in which has was interested and in connection with 
which he was so conspicuously ucces"ful was the de1elopment 
of tbe Mississippi Ri-ver and the protection of tbe adjacent ter
ritorv from the :floods of that river. It was through his inde
fatigable energy and bis influence witll tlle Oongre s that the 
project was adopted early in my congressional career which 
pro1ided for the expenditure of about $45,000,000 on this de
velopment. Just before his congre sional career ended, dur
ing the Sixty- eventh Congress, if I recall, he was instrumental 
in having a new act pa._..,ed which provided for tlle expenditure 
of $10,000.000 annually for flood control on the Mis ·issippi 
Ri-ver during the next six rears. 

Only a short time before he died he wa here while Congress 
was not in session. He was interested to know ,yhat was going 
to happen in connection with appropriation. , so he came on to 
see me, and for two or three hours we discus ed the question. 
He was particularly anxious to know that no curtailment of the 
amount provided for in the law should be rnacle for economical 
or other reasons. 

''e left each other, he carrying away my promise that when 
the appropriation bill was passed it would carry $10,000,-
000, "·hich the law provided shouhl be expended in the year 
H>25 on this great ri-ver development. That promise then given 
to him, tile last one made by me. has been carried out so far as 
the House can carrr it out. The bill is now pending in the 
Senate, and I hope the Senate will ratif.v the artion of the 
House and that the bill will contain tlie appropriation for the 

$10,000,000, about which Mr. HUMPHREYS was so much con
cerned, when it receives the signature of the Pre ident. 

BEN Hm.rPHREYS was a wonderful man. You coulcl not meet 
him without lo-ving him. Ile had the ability to express his 
thoughts more clearly than any other man I e1er knew. He wa'; 
modest, unassuming, untiring, singularly devoted to the people 
who sent him bere and to his State as well as to the Nation. 
He never trimmed his sails to meet any passing wind. He had 
courage; he had integrity, not only of intellect but of purpose. 
He had the confidence of every man who came in contact with 
him, and that "\\as why he had the influence which he possessed. 

Mississippi si10ul<.1 be proud of BE~ HcrMPHREYs's memory, 
as are we who hacl the privilege of associating with him in his 
work here. No man ever 101ed his State or his people more 
tha-n BE~ HIDIPIDIBYS did. No man ever tried to serve the 
Nation better, and I think few men succeeded as well. We 
are not here to mourn BE~ HUMPHREYs's death. His death came 
in the natural course of events, as does the death of ev-ery 
other mnn. We are here to prai e his life, we are here because 
we lo-red the man, because we knew that he was deserving of 
the confidence of the people of a great Nation. He left a name 
behind him that every young man should be proud to revere. 
His work and cleeds were such as every man might emulate. 
He was a true American, a great IlepresentatiYe, a wonderful 
man, and his memory will live. His work will be followed, be
cause he is dead only in name. He has done so many things 
that will be be'neficial to those who are yet to come that llis 
name will continue to be honored and quoted by those who shall 
come to the stage of action in the fut:Ure. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to see his son among us. I ·have 
had the privilege of meeting him and he impresses me as worthy 
of the great father who has gone. If be live up to the standard 
which his father set, he will have reason to feel that he has 
made a record of which the Nation will be proud. 

l\Ir. QUIN. l\1r. Speaker, our departed colleague was more 
than a friend to me. He was born in my district in the good 
olcl countr of Claiborne. Most of his relatives li1e in that 
county now. I knew Mr. HUMPHREYS before I e1er came to 
Congre.<:: ·. I er-ved with him here for o-ver 10 years, and I be
liern that I knew him as intimately as I h.'Ilew myself. BEN 
HcMPHin:y , as he wa · called emu by the youngest men in this 
House shortly after becoming acquainted with him, ''"as lo,~ed 
by all his fellow Members on both sides of the House. In the 
State of Mississippi on many occasions I stated that BEN 
HUMPHREYS had more influence in this House than any other 
l\Iember from the South. In bis lifetime I said that, because I 
felt it to be true, and since he is dead, so far as the flesh is 
concerned, I repeat that statement. I remember that if there 
was anything that I '\\anted for my people which I coulll not 
do myself, I went to him for it. You all remember that he had 
a Yery charming personality, a strong personality. After the 
Republicans came into power in rn~o. the chairmen of the 
rnrious committees on that side were the bosom friend. of 
BE~ Hu1rPHREYS. I, in the closing days of a ses ion of Con
gress, went to l\lr. Good, then chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, ancl asked to have an amenclment inserted on 
an appropriation hill. ~fr. Good said no, that he could not do 
it. I tben went to the chairman of the Committee on Ri•ers 
and Harbors, and he told me the same thing. I ga-re my lllan 
to BEX Hu~rPHnEY~. He took my troubles and went o,·er nnd 
said, "I\lr. Good, PERCY wants a little amendment added to 
your bill. It is only about $60,000, and I want you to acrept 
the amendment for the benefit of Qurn's constituents in the 
seventh district of Mississippi." Good replied tlrnt he could 
not do it, and BEN said, "Oh, yes, Good, you must clo it." 
Then Mr. Good said, "Very well, if you can get the chairman 
of the Committee on RiYers and Harbors to agree to it." l\Ir. 
HUMPHREYS then went to that gentleman and told him my 
troubles, and succeeded in getting the appropriation for my 
constituents in Missis ippi. Mr. Hu~PHREYS was successful. 
He knew his man and knew how to get thing::; done. 

In many respects Ur. Ilr~rPHnEYS was a very remarkable 
man. It will be recalled that he bad the superb qualities hotll 
of the traged!an and the comedian. As an actor on the stage 
he would have been great in either role. On the floor of this 
House I ha1e seen him in the heat of argument when inter
rupted by a qnestion, simply turn his head sideways and with 
that pernliar smile cause the whole House to break into 
laughter. and the interrupter would be seated and l\fr. HUM
PHREYS in the next second would turn to his argument in his 
forceful and -rehement way. He '\las a philosopher. As the 
gentleman from Mississippi [l\fr. COLLIER] and as our distin
guishecl leader [l\1r. G_rnHETT] haYe said, DE~ Hu1rPHnEYs was 
a Yersatile man. He was well read in literature, philosophy, 

I 

\ 
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and history. He knew people. In his inimitable way he could can be so recognized in the House unless he possesses a very 
describe the negro, tlle colored person on the plantation in high degree of ability, and coupled with this must be a devo
:Mississippi, not only in dialect, but even in action. He knew tion to the cause he represents and a sincerity and integrity of 
the traditions of the Indians. He and our good friend :\Ir. purpose so conducted us to establll:h himself in the confidence of 
CARTF.n, from Oklahoma, ofttimes for hours in conversation its membership. 
discussed the Choctaws of Mississippi and the characteristics BE~ HUMPHREYS had tlie problem and it was \et'Y clo~e to 
of that Chief Pushmetaha. his heart. The improvement of the Mississippi River for the 

Mr. HUMPHREYS was a man of splendid physique, being 6 feet purpose of flood control; the making u eful of the main stream 
1 inch high and weighing 190 pounds. Naturally he was very and its tributaries as arteries of commerce; anu the protection 
intellectual in appearance, but he was very handsome, and of the adjacent lands from the flood waters of the ~1Lsissippi 
had that qualit~· by which be could change in an instant the Ri"rer may properly l>e termed the Nation' most important in-
expression of his face to assume even the characteristics of a ternal improvement. · 
simpleton. He was strong in soul, great in character, strong By close application through many years of study and investi-
ancl resourceful in the arts of conversation and debate. gation he had gained a complete mastery ·of thi entire object 

The St.tt~ of Mi sis ippi has sustained a great loss in the and had become, indeed, the recognized national leader in re
pa ing of ~Ir. HnrPHREYS. Coming from that section oi the spect to all matters relating to flood control. 
State where bis services were so much needed in the particular I came to Congres" from a di. trict situated similarLv to his-
line to which be hnd given his life work in Congress, his place one fronting some 300 mile.., on the :Mississippi Ili\er. ·The prob
can not be filled here within a short time. There are but few lems vital to his people were also vital to mine. During my 
men who can ever rise to the eminence in this Hou e that first term here the question arose as to the ad \'isabilitv of sepa
our deceai:;ecl friend and colleague attained. His ancestry was rating the problem of flood control from the general· actiYities 
inferior to that of no other man in this House nor in tbe State of rirnr and harbor improvement and the creation of a ~eparate 
of Mississippi. He came from a proud and distinguished race committee for that purpose. It was largelr through the influ
of people. His father before him was a strong man, courageous enC'e of Mr. HUMPHBEYS that this committee was created and 
in peace as he was in war. he became its first chairman. Tile preparation of the

1 

first 
BEN HmrPHREYS inherited the qualities of that distinguislled flood control act, dealing with the flood prol>lem of the Mi sis

father, and while he was as kind and gentle as a woman, he sippi River from Cairo to the Head of the Pa ·es, wa left 
was as <'Ourageous as a lion, physically and intellectually. He almost entirely to hi~ jqdgment, and during this work the com
fearecl nothing and dodged nothing. He boldly met all issues mittee was often amazed at the complete ancl definite informa· 
and consequently performed bis duties as an official and as a tion be had ready at all time . His information was o com
man. He shirked no responsibility. He felt his accountability plete and his enthusiasm was so great as to alwavs win the 
to his own conscience and to his God. He was a devotecl support desired, whetlter before tb"e committee or· before the 
Christian and a loyal pah·iot. Ilou e. It has been aid here, and I desire to repeat. that 

He placed in his life work God and his country first. BENJAMIN G. HUMPHREYS was the most effective man in respect 
It1~:N HmIPHREY newr did in all of my acquaintance with to any c~use he ~aw fit to champi?n in Congress on either side 

him condone wrong nor bend his knees to that which he o~ tile a~s!e. T~is grew out of lns pei:~mna! charm. hi recog
thought would not be for the best interests of his State and mzed abillty, frurness, fraukne ·s, and smcerity of purpo e. 
Nation. He was indeed a thoroughly human man, caring nothing . The flood conh·o: ~ct of March 1, 1917, constituted t~1e first 
for what people might think of him. but in hi own conscious- important step to':ard final s.ol?~ion of ~he problem which llad 
ness of uprigbtnes and honesty he pur~ued his course as a engaged the energies and ncbv1tles of his predeces ors Rnd co
Congressman, won great laurels as a statesman. and endeared worker · Important ~~ong . the"e I. may men~i~i:t ~la~1chanl 
him. elf to his fellow mnn. Since he bas gone bis memory lives; , and. Ran del~, of ~m I~na' Catchin~s, of 1\11 ·~1ss1l?p1 ! antl 
his services to his State and Nation and his devotion to his I Cl~ike, of Aikan"as. This act aut_bori_zed an appropnat10n of 
dear wife and children shall linger always. May the prai:;es I $4v,OOO,OOO, and contempl~ted contr1but10n~. by local mt.erests. of 
of this good man's name and the love and affection with which $15,000,000, to ~e spent ~n a five-year penod. As this period 
he is remembered by his comrades in Congre be of some cheer cam~ to a clo ·e it was evident that the work was far from com-
to those who mourn. Peace to his ashes. God bless bis soul pleTtlion,. V Id ,V h d . t .1 le or ar a m erveneu, costs of labor and construc-

~Ir. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I know I should not let this 
occa ion pa without undertaking some tribute, inadequate 
and in 'Ufficient though it be, to that splendid character in 
whose memory these solemn services are held, and yet I can not 
bring m~· elf to feel that I shall be able to say anything in 
eulogy of our belo,'ed departed friend without \ery greatly 
increasing that <leep sorrow and grief which we all baYe so 
coustantly felt since bis sad and shocking death. Under the 
intensity of my feeling I mu t content myself with saying only 
be was one who "lived in a hou:;;e by the side of the road and 
was a friend of man." He was a stalwart of stalwarts, a man 
among men. In bis pa ·ing one of the stanchest props of this 
Republic fell and much of God's sunshine pa sed from this 
earth. 

l\Ir. WILSON" of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, the 
death of Hon. BENJAMIN G. HUMPHREYS was an immeasurnble 
loss to the immediate section in which be li-ved and to the entire 
Nation. He was a typical Mississippian and a typical son of 
the South, yet be was not provincial or sectional. Hi· intense 
devotion to his mm State and his section equipped him us a 
more useful Representative for the entire Nation. 

Mr. HuMPHilEYS "·as a man of unusual ability, untiring 
energy, and great force of character. He was an interesting 
and charming personality, a true and sincere friend, a devoted 
husband, an indulgent father, and an upright man. 

While his work in public life will be remembered chiefly in 
relation to the problems of the lower 1\iississippi Valley, the 
record will retain lasting impressions of his forceful activity in 
legslation of a national character. 

A man is fortunate who comes to the National House of Rep
resentati\es and can become identified with some definite and 
important problem of nation-wide significance. If he can 
become recognized as leader in respect to a question or project 
meaning much to the national welfare, be from that time occu
pies a commanding position of great influence. But no man 

tion had mounted, and the activitle of the Government and 
the local intere t had been hampered to such an extent that 
a new authorization was imperati\e. The complexion of Con
gre. s had changed, the opposite party wa in power, and Hon. 
William A. Roclenberg, of Illinois, wa · chairman. Fortu
nately there has never been any partisanship in connection 
with the work of this committee, and l\lr. Rodenberg bad long 
been an enthusiastic friend of the flood-conh·ol work. A new 
bill was propo ed for an additional authorization of $10,000,000 
a year for six years, and as the hearings developed, largely 
under the direction of Mr. HUMPHREY , it was soon found 
that the entire membership of the committee, irrespecti\e of 
party, were friendly and determined advocates of our cau~e. 
Again, just as the Congre. · clo~ed, and on the last day of the 
ses ion, the new bill was pas ed and signed by President Har
ding a few hours .before the term expired under limitations of 
the Constitution. Without the ability, popularity, and effec
tivene ·~ of DEN.TA.MIN G. HUMPHREYS it is doubtful if this 
important measure could have become a law. 

Jm•t a few days before his death, in October, 1923, we hnd 
received information that there was some doubt as to whether 
tlle full $10,000,000 would be recommended by the Bureau of 
the Budget to Congre . I was in Washinoton, got in touch 
with Mr. HUMPHREY·, ancl a delegation came to discus~ the 
matter and urge it importance before the interested au
thorities. And here again before the Bureau of the Budget 
and the Secretary of War l\Ir. HUMPHREYS, apparently in fine 
health, presented the cause of our people with the same tact 
and convincing vigor as before: in fact he never appeared to 
better advantage than upon this occasion. 

Language is inadequate to giYe expres ion to the deep sense 
of loss and sorrow caused by the sad intelligenre that he had 
passed to the gre.at beyond ~oon after reaching bi:;; home at 
Greenville, Miss. While the death of such a man is· unfortu
nate at any time, while neither his people at home nor the 
Nation is ever prepared to Jo;.;e a public servant of the cllar
acter and ability of l\1r. HUMPHREYS, it l a matter of infinite 
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satisfaction to know that he lived to see tne realization of his 
hopes and the a-esults of his splendid work. 

The pas age of the laws to which I haTe referred constitutes 
tlle foundation for a completed program, such a .program as he 

that -we will leave bebind -us n record of faithful service and 
cl-evotion Ito dutr, and that the world is better because we hn'\"e 
ltved. 

had. hoped and worked for. For myself nnd the people I repre- Mr. COLLI...:S. Mr. Speaker, the eustam of the .:. "ntional Ocm-
ent I wish to e:i-press now a feeling of undying gratitude to gress of setting aside a da"Y on ·:which to eommemon . .te fue lile, 

our (1eparted friend for the assistance he ·was to me in securing character, and serYices of a deceased _ lem~r is an -old one, and 
r ults for them. on this drry a most happy one, far the late BEN:T...l-:llIN GRUDB 

The name of .EL-.rA~IN G. Hc:m>HREYS is lo1ed and admired HuMPHP.EYS was one ~merican Cont;ressmnn who left his im-
in the State of l..(:mi!=:iana as in the 8tnte of Mississippi. print on the recorded history of the .... Ta:tian. !He came rto 

iit wu ~ a source of great per · 011al gratification to me when the Congress in 'the year 190~ and sened Jn this body for nearly 
people of his congressional district named his son as his sue- 20 years. Throughout this time, his labors were chiefly 
e . ~or in Congress, ·a1Jll from my as ,octation with WIT.LI.A.JU Y. I directed toward legislation the pnxpose uf iwhich was to pro
HG:llPIIREY •. and joint wark in ·d€-nling with the same problems tect the great an<l fertile valleys of the llissi ::;ippi from O\er

I feel tbat he is a wortby suece or to his distinguished father. flow of tlmt magnificent ri-rer. There was no one in thi House 
)Jr. Speaker, when the relentless hand of death remo';'el5 who .eTer llad as much to do with the reclrunn.tion from floods 

fnm the ~ceneR of earthly nctivity a great and good man, this of the Mi · "~ippi river n.s h~. At first blush, .this might be 
uoes not bring to an end .tbe wor.k of his -useful life. .And while taken as an .accomplishment of small con.Jeqnence. nut when 
·we ~hall not again r-ecognize the acttve pre. ence of our depar.ted the possibilities of this 1~ind of legislation a.re understood, the. 
frieu<l, ret he still live" Jn he ·record of Ws services to his mo-re pot~ntial il.Jecnmes tbe .se1"Vice that was rendered by him 
fell-ow man, to bii:; Rtate, and to his country; he lh .. es in a noble to this ... Tation ancl o thnmanity. Thou._ancls of acres of the 
example of un~elfisll deYotion to principle and losalty to truth, best land in the world are producing harve t with -which to 
r~llt, and justice; lle lives in tile memories ana -fond recollec- foed and clothe mankind ·that would now be di mal, usele s, 
tions of his friends ; he li~es enshrined in the hearts of those and disease-breeding swamps had it not ueen for flood,.,eontTol 
who lOTed bim. ~llicl thus ·will continue uninterrupt-ed the legislation. An<l lie it aiu to the credit of BEN HUYPHUEYS's 
work, the influence, tl1e life, and character of tlri man, an T'ision that be Tealiz.ed that memberahip in a ~reat legislative 
example and an inspiration to us all. body Jike this means merely that each indfrillual Member ia 

.Mr. BYB:'"S of Tennes ·ee. ~Ir. ·speaker. there was not a 
MeJnber nf Co~re rwho did not feel a 1ery deep sense of 
per onal lo w.11en the news · wa~ flashed over -the country on 
the 16th day of Octohet, 19'.23, that Elon. IlENJAMTN •G. 
Hv~rPHREYR, a TI8'presenta.tive in Congre. s from the third 
Mi!!!si 1;ippi clis:tTict, had suddenly pa ·ed. into the Great 
Beyond. ffilyiug -serTed with him in the Halls of Con~res 
they -realized more fully .than others lliat not only the district 
and the • tate which he loved ._o ardently and . erveu o faith
fully, 1lmt me entire country had lost one of its most able 
und de"oted puWic ·er:rnnts. And when CongT , . ronTened in 
De<.·eruLer and ;the Member gathered for the e sion '. work, 
there 1rns sndn~i:; ·among all of hi8 old C'ollea.gue becaw•e his 
face would not l{e sc n ago.in, his familiar TOiC!e no longer 
11eard,and hi adY:ice and couni;:el no more recei•ed. 

It an 1be truly aid that no Member of Congress was more 
universally l;eloved by bi col1eague8 or shared to a greater 
llegiree their reiipect and confic.len<>e. His mode~. unassuming 
manner, his cordial good will; his genial dispo::-ition and 11is 
11lea!'iu.g person.."tlity made eTeryone with wnom he came in con
t ~t ll.i well-msher and friend. He llad that fraternal spirit 
which .cr..u ed him to 'Jo•e hii:; fe1low man 1and rejoice to be m 
mi:: ccmpany. There was nothing nar w or . elfi h in bis 
make-up. Whether in debate or in prtrate conversation the 
shil.rp shafts of his ready wit and. quick Te-partee we1~e int<:>nded 
only to plea~ or to drirn home an argument and never to llUr
po. ly or ·deliberately :wound one1s feelings. He was forceful 
in debate and tenacious in his comietions, hut lle\f'r in nny 
f':enFre intolerant toward nnyone holding opposite "'-iews. 

Ilis canstitnents appreciated his service, for they E:ent him 
to Congress 11 terms ·without opposition. ·nrrd hacl he eon
tinuecl i:o live there is no doubt but what they would bave r-e
turned him .as Jong as he desired. He took n just 'Pride in 
their friencli'hip nnd aonfidenee. He l"ITT"ed bis people and 
ruuecl their confidence more than be ilid anything el.,e. In 
return he gn1e tl1em the best that was in llim .in service and in 
fidelity to what be belieTed to be to their best interest. 

And after all, lUr. Speaker, fhe commendation -0.nd ·confidence 
of tbo e he serves is the only real eompensation a rpublic servant 
de11irns from balding office. There is neither llonor nor pleas
ure in balding any offiCle, however great, unless at the close one 
receives from the people the ·rnrdict of "-well done." In this 
sense BEN Hm.1PHREYs was richly compen.,atecl and highly 
honored by the people he o faithfully erved. 

He was stricken without warning on the treets of bis home 
oity ·and died in the midst of his lifelong friends. And I 
da:re ay if the ·manner ·and place of his going had been left 
to him be wonld in no way have changed it. He :was still in 
tlle prime of life and doubtless looked forward to 'IllllllY years 
of future usefulness, but it was not to be. Under such cireum
stances ·denth is n 1dreaclful thing to cont-empiate. We a.re all 
loathe to 'Penetrate its mysteries. Jut it will •not be l'eTy long 
until ea<:h one of us will have reaohed the door which opens 
into the other life and death's mysteries and the future life will 
be made plain to us as they .have been i:o him. And when that 
time comes may the way be made easy for m ns it wa. for 
him in w.hose memory these services nre .held ·by the knowledge 

but a cog in a huge machine and hence that it is "\"it:.rlly neC!es
sary that the )lem1)er· build an his efforts on one nutill, i:mpor • 
tant theme. So be ·devoted ·Iiis ability and bis iine .personality 
to tile perfecting of a set of laws that "·oul<l ~ave the lands 
along the i\li ·~is::lippi from overflowing nt all times. 

In addition to succe~s along thL'> line, DE" HuYPHREYS '"on 
another tribute by bis work here. T.his re"·arcl was not strh1en 
for by him and. in truth, wa~ in his posse sion before he realized 
it hacl been beF:towecl ·upon him. I refer to his intense popu
larity amo~ hi. fellow Member~ in the ·Hou. ·e of Ilepre~ta
tiws. 

He wns pe~onally aclmire<l .and esteemed lY practically e1ery 
man who -knew him at all, ·irresr;ecti1e of party, regaTdle... f 
the section of the cormtry from :wllich he came. This was a 
popularity ffilrly '\\"On by the mauy ·attracti're traits of cbaraeter 
wlticb he poSBessea, by a geniul and a winning personality that 
never :faileCl to gain entrance to the heurtR of JJ.is acqua intanr s, 
antl which drew the lo-re of his friends to hlm. 'Dbe :varietl 
and giftecl attainments w-hid1 marked his clispo ition and his 
cha:racter were the natural heritage of a rich back~rountl of 
distinguished antecedents. Of his an<:e~tors, his g'l'e;1t grand
father was a colonel in the War of the American Ile';"Olution; 
another was a signer of the Declaration of Independenre, 
while his worthy fath~r was an officer in the War between the 
State. ; and later the :war ·go\ernor of ·Iii. State. Culture and 
chivJJ.lry were tlle ,natural bloom. of BE. HrMPHRE1s's beiug, 
and they sbed Rbout him tlle grateful aromu of graciou tt>m
pera.ment, gentle :manners, JIDental s.plenili<lne ·~· 

He was an uncommon legislator, con:-:ervatiYe to a superlative 
degrre. He was reBpecte<l lly all wllo knew him-a fine gemle
man. 

Ris caree1· is •ended illere. Tlle ~al flood tho.t rrm).'t one dtt ~ 
submerge 11 • all llas eovereu him. Ili1' a ~ociates ho1101· lti·~ 
memory a we prized his wo1~hy friendship. Be He at rest iu 
that peaceful little ri·rnr town of Greem·me, )liss., amo11g 
his kinsmen, his neighbors, his friend ·-

Th<> wine of life kf>f'P~ oozing c1rop hy drop. 
The leaves ot life Ji <'P falling one hy 011e. 

t\fr. 'BA'.IU301!R. "Mr. Speaker. fuNJ'A:Mn' GR'CRB Hr:.-.LPHirfYR 
sen·ed in the House of Ilepresentatives from the Rtnte of ::\ii~
sis ippi for 20 rears. The years of his enice enden('e'1 
the lore and esteem in which J1e \Yas held br t11e people of 11i~ 
district and a:ffoTded h.i:m ·an opportunity to render conspicnou 
ser\ice to tho e who. tu honoring him, had so greatJy honored 
t11emselves. 

His one amhition and 'desire -wu 'to promote the welfare aud 
happiness of his -people. The work that he did here will Jiye 
to their benefit in the years to come. 

His kinaiy and gentle ·nature, bis unfailing com1:e. y, his kc.•t•n 
sense of humor endeared him to all with whom he came in <·on
tact. rhe -esteem -Of his fellow .JUember · was not ccmfine<l h,· 
par1:y •lines. It rose above .anything political or parti~an. The 
line wbich diviaes political parties in the House was obliterated 
by the lorn of his f-ellow llembers. 

:Always a partisan, his partisanship was never offensive but 
was of tile big, broadminded type which commands reBpeet. :A. 



1924 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE 5715 
strong achocate, he wa. · ru~,·er bitter or unkind. Always force
ful, courteous, ge11tl('. Hi · colleagues mourn the lo s of 
BE'.'LT.\~nx G. llt: l1PHr.1-:Y '. (•ne of nature's gentlemen. 

:\fr. J,_.\~HA:\l. :\lr. Speaker, in the pas ing of the late 
llE ~J .. nnx GnrBB Hn1l'mu·:1. there has gone from us in our 
uail~· associations in thi ~ body a true friend, an able and faith· 
ful legislator, a Cllri tiau gentleman. It is difficult through the 
poor medium of word to e:x:pres:) the high esteem and affection· 
n te regard which he knew duriug his life that I entertained for 
him. It i ·· altogether mrnece~. ·arr now in retrospect to view 
him through ro.se-colored gla;·ses, for the sterling traits of bis 
C'luu·af'ter were .. J) conspicuom:; as to require no exaggeration of 
them for the 11Urposes of proper eulogy. 

n 1bert Louis SteYem;nn once said: 
C'uuragr> nn<l iutPl!ig:•nrP are the two qualities best worth a ~ood 

man' · cultivation. 

Tn a marke<l <legree UEx HL\lPHREYS had both. There is 
u C'e tl n.hnQ· in this bo<l,\- for men of that type. 

Rf'ference ha · properl." heen made to bis intellectual integ
riP-. Defeat can nen'l' come to any man until lte sacrifkes his 
c01; t'eie11tious con\ictious. If lie casts them aside he is defeated, 
though lle may hold l1igl1 office the remainder of his life. BE~ 
Hr)IPHREYS taught in hi iweaching and practice that whole
i;ome doctrine. He used to like to quote that great fellow 
l\Ii::r·h:sippian, Ln111ar, a11rl I remember especially one quotation 
lie gave that seemed to he typical of his own life and character 
aud concluct. On one occnHion ~fr. Lamar ,said to his constitu
ents. when he had inc·nrred their displeasure by rea .·on of some 
nite: 

I would rathel' lle:-ene you t· re 'Jl l' d tha11 have it. 

BE - Hr~JPHREY · '-u · n man with an accnrnte sense of 
appreciation. Ile knew how to place n propf't' e, timate npon 
men and mea,·ures. and in this ahility rested hu·gely hii:; pre
erniuence as a legislator. His pa:;sing is a losi-; not only to 
the House, but to the Nation. 

A. a friend, he wa:; most genial and kindJ~- an1l generous. 
A mau of market.I -rersatility. he wrote and spoke with elegant 
diC'tion. To show tlie tender tie:-: of a sentime11t ahvay close 
to l.ti · heart, I recall tliat lie inRcribed a beautiful poem to 
llis charming wife. He traYe me a COilY of it, and I shall 
nlwa~·s trea~mre it. It atte:0;t~ mo. t hefittingl~y the fact that 
tl1rough all hi daF . he remained fue fond .·,yeethenrt of his 
earl~· years. 

He wa. remarkal>le a a tory-teller and most appealing as 
n :11eaker. I remember that a few ~-ears ago, on the occasion 
of tlle sen-ice ill the C'ongre:-<~ional Cemetery in honor of 
that great Indhu1 chieftah1, PnRhmataha, a Rtorm was ap
proaching as l\Ir. HC!")CPHHEY~ To~ e to clelh·er the final art cl re::;," 
De. ·pite the tlJreatening weatl1er the rnRt throng of people 
remained in rapt attention to listen to this man of matchless 
wit as he gm·e an ahf:orlting accotmt of the interesting in
cidents in tbe life of thi~ worthy chief. 

AboYe all, BE~ Hr~IPH}{EY. wa-=· a Chri tian g:entleman. It 
wa!-l my pleasure one brjgltt ~undar morning to hear him 
deliYer a lay sermon ill tllis f'it~·- Hi words ·e1Ted further 
to at te. t the greatne~s of a Chri.. tlan cbantcter, of which he had 
so often giYen e:xpre. ion in hi8 deecl~. 

neath, of cour:e. is tl1e common heritage of u. all. It is a 
my.ten- we can not quite understand. And yet, in the old 
da ~·" ~ocrateH, before the dawn of the Chri ·tian era. said. 
ere he drank the hemlock, that at the worst death would be 
"an unspeakable gain. but a nJeep like the sleep of him who is 
uncli turbed eYen by dreams": and that if we liYed again, as 
he llelieYed, it would affonl the chance on tlle other side to 
meet nnrl conYet·~e \Yith Orpheus and Mus~us and He-siod 
imd Horner, with P11larnede=-: and Ajax, the son of Telamon. 
We who have come to liw in the glorious. light of Chri ~tfan 
rewlation are ahlf' more clearly to cast our hope within the 
veil and to kno\"\- that iu a hrighter and better ,,·orld we shall 
me t again with this great Hncl genial friend who has gone 
on IJefore us in tlle svreet Chrlsthtn faith which he liYed and 
prt1 et iced. 

Goot.l-lJyr , good. friend. 
In God'R good t ime, 
I n (.;od'. good clime 
we 'II me.>t agnin. 
.ind in that land 
Wb er e we shall know 
:Xo pain or woe 

• We' ll under$t und. 

Mr. DRIVER. Mr. Speaker, the late BEX IIcMPHREYS was 
one of the most Yersatile men with whom I had the pleasure 
of coming in contact. Ile possessed tl1e facultie. of drawing 
men to him, and my affection· for him datecl from my acquaint
ance in an early year of my life and ripened througll the years 
of an association brought about by mutual interest, and 
cemented with an association in our ser,ice llere. 

No man entered the Halls of Congress so \\ell prepared for 
useful ervice to his immediate section. He came fi'om fue 
l\li$Sissippi Delta, one of the fairest and most fertile area. 
within the confines of our national limits, with a knowledge 
of the phy ·ks and hydraulics of the mighty stream flowing in 
~ajestic grandeur along the front of llis congressional dis
trict and threatening the llYes ancl properts of his constituents 
with recurring ornrflows. Tllc sole protection against the e 
recurring dangers was in the form of inadequate levec..1. tlle 
product primarily of the individual efforts of tlle landowner , 
and which had gradtmlly developed into community organiza
tion, but without cooperation or the financial ahility to 
prosecute the enterprise to a connected and consi:tent comple
tion. The Mississippi RiYer Commission was functioning, but 
independentlJ· of the local agencies and sm-erely handicapped 
for the want of funds 'Yith which to prosecute a systematic 
plan of imprornment. Realizing the urgent necessity for the 
coordination of effort, he immediatelJ· directed his energies 
and talent to effectually diYorce the !\lississippi River problem.<; 
from the general riYer and harl.Jor work, wlli<.:h re ulted in tbe 
creation of the Flooc.1 Control Committee in the ~-ear 1916, and 
the nece. "' ary legi. lation encom1)assing the incli"ridualization of 
it · improvement in the J·ear 1917 through the labors of such 
committee, of which he ha<l the honor of being its fir..:t 
clmirruan. 

This legi~latiou proYided the basis for contribution, defi
nitely placing- the power in the commission to locate the 
levee liuc and expend the money ·from all source under itf.' 
immediate <lircctiou and suvenision. thus proYidiu~ a thorough 
coordinatiou l.Jetw·een all agencies and guaranteeing the pro e
cution of the irnpro\ement in a consi::;tent ancl connected war. 
DE:x IltJ~IPIIREYS 11\ecl to realize the practical completion of 
the great imvro,·ement which to-daJ· gi.Yes a:;:surance of pro
te<.:tion to 17,000,000 acres of the most productive lands of 
the world and pron ·ion for water transportation for the prod
ucts of tlle soil and manufacturing indnstrie: of prncticn Uy 
one-half of the area and inhahitants of the United States. 

This but presents one among the nmnuer of n1luable con
tribution · made to the Nation as a whole ln· our deceased 
colleague, for in addition to the func.l of information he 
poRsessed touching the waterways and the peculiar conditions 
exi.ting in his immediate section, he was -well Yer::;e<l in matters 
generally and contributed liberally to the legislation during the 
whole of his service of 20 years as national legislator. 

It may be said without exaggeration that a more popular 
man never served in this body ; for Bi..:"X HlillPHREY. tuere was 
no middle aiRle. He was loved by the Jfembers on each sitle. 
Mauy of llis most intimate friends were of tlte opposite politi
cal faith. He was a i1artisan only in strict part;y matters. out 
a !)artisan in the least offem~ive way. I llearcl the late 
lamented, <listinguisbed legislator, Mi-. James R. l\lann, of 
Illinois. ·aJ- on the floor of the House. shortly before hi._ 
deat.b, wheu clliUeu by his colleague on an inconsistent vote 
to the po ition he then assumed, that be \Yas forced to frankly 
admit the charge, but pleaded his attitude was clue to the 
affection cherished for his distinguished friend from Mi. sis
sipvi, ::.\Ir. HUMPHREYS, whose penmnalit~- had frel1uently 
caused tlie members to disregard policy in the ... upport of meas
ures advocated by him. 1\Ir. HUMPHREY posse..;. eel a keen. 
incisive, and direct method of <lissecting a measure and ap
praising its merits. In this way he reachecl coudusion ·, and 
when convinced expec1ienc;y and popularity po es e<l no urge 
for him. A more indepencleut man in hi ... c:areer as a legislator 
was not to be found in the Halls of Congress. 

His was a strong per~onality and a man~·-..:'ided one. He 'Yas 
a student and retained the very best culled from his researche..;. 
His ~eu e of humor was highly developed and it was the pleasure 
of his associates to gather about him on the floor, in the 
cloak room and hotel lobby, to be regaled with stories from the 
great storehouse which he possessed. His affection for the negro 
of the Southland was responsible for the keen insigl1t which 
he had of the value of negro humor, and he ·was inimitable in 
presenting its force aml attraction. I hall the pleasure of 
vb~iting in tlle attractive home of our decea ·eel colleague, 
loeate<l in the city of Greenville, on the banks of his belornd 
:Mi sissippi RiYer-a home in which the atmosphere of affection 
was all pen-ading, graced with the presence of a rPgal wif(\ 
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a married son and daughter, with the prattle of grandchildren 
striking pleasantly in his ears-a home in the dazzljng sunshine 
of the Southland, surrounded by the presence and beauty of 
fully grown roses, BEN HUMPHREYS quietly departed this life 
and rests in the soil of the land which he so faithfully served, 
following the devoted services and sacrifices of his ancestors 
who were hlgh in the councils of his State and transcendent 
a.s defenders in the wars of the Xation. 

Yr. Speaker, great monuments. are erected jn honor of those 
who have contributed valuably to the service of their country 
and it is well that we commemorate the character and achleve
ments of the distinguished citizens and heroes of our land, but 
monuments crun1ble and fall and names are tarnished, but BEN 
HUMPHREYS hns erected a monument to himself in the hearts 
of the inhabitants of the :Mississippi Valley to be handed down 
from generation to generation, imperishable in measure, and 
ever present in thought. 

A rare tribute was paid to the memory of our departed 
colleague in the selection of his son, Hon. WILLIAM Y. HuM
PHilEYS, as his successor in this body. A young man of sterling 
worth, po sessing the most outstanding characteristics of his 
distinguished father, and whom we hope will round out a legis
lative career with all of the honor and distinction so justly 
conferred upon IlENJAMIN Gnmm Hu:uPHREYS. 

1\lr. McDUFFIE. l\Ir. Speaker and gentlemen of the House, 
Mr. HUMPHREYS possessed those qualities which go to make 
men truly great Ile possessed an intellectual honesty that 
was superb and a courage, both moral and physical, that is rare 
amongst men. His gentleness and modesty were most attrac
ttre, while his ability made him an outstanding figure in his day 
and generation. He was of the type of statesmanship, in my 
judgment to which we must look for the preservation and per
petuity of the ideals and institutions of this great American 
democracy. 

We have bea.rtl men speak to-day of his wonderful ability 
to accomplish results in the Congress, especially for people of 
the district he represented so well. Truly, he was easily the 
most popular Member on either side of the aisle, but his ac
complishments were not all due solely to his personal mag
neti an. He accomplished things not only because the l\lembers 
knew he was perfectly sincere but because he always possessed 
information and was able to impart that information in a most 
convincing manner. He possessed an untiring energy and 
devoted himself most assiduously to his legislative duties. No 
man ever questioned his integrity nor doubted the sincerity o:f 
his purpose. 

Mr. Ht::MPHBEYS was intensely loyal to bis district, which he 
served with such distinction for more than 20 rears. He was 
proud of his constituency and they were justly proud of him. 
He loved his home city and its peop1e. l\Iany times I have 
heard him refer to Greenville and Washington County, Miss., 
with admiration and affection, while the Uissi~sippi River, 
of the old days and the new, was one of his favorite themes. 
He was devoted to 11is State. He loved the Southland with 
all its splendid traditions. He entertained that respect and 
care for the fundamentals of our Government that made him 
a great patriot aind a statesman who e broad vision and re
markable service is recognized and appreciated in every State 
of the Union. He came of that old school of the South whose 
traditions men and women everywhere will continue to ad
mire, and he exemplified thGse noble qualities of manhood that 
were so characteristic of a long and illustrious line of distin
guished ancestors. 

As an historian Mr. Hmn>HIIBYS contributed much to the 
record of the pioneer life of the Mississippi territory. Few men 
had more accurate information about the history of the State of 
l\Iissi sippi from its early days of the great Choctaw chief, 
Pushmataha, to the present days of its highly enlightened 
progress and development. In song and in story he has told 
of the Old Southland in his own inimitable style. His works 
in this regard have not only added much to the history of 
those times but will delight future generations · of Missis
sippians: 

Mr. HUMPHREYS was the son of Governor Humphreys, who 
returned to his native State after a brave and brilliant service 
as a brigadier general in the Confederate States Army. Just 
at the close of that great conflict, when the passions of men 
were running high and the heat of battle had just subsided, 
General Humphreys was elected Governor of l\Iississippi by 
practically a unanimous vote of all the people, both white and 
colored. I am told that the memory of General Humphreys, 
afterwards Governor Humphreys, will live forever in the hearts 
and minds of Mississippians. He handed down to his son, 

BENJAML""i GRUBB HUMPHREYS, those fine qualities of courage 
and statesmanship wWch marked his career as a l\lember of 
Congress. I am glad to say these eminent qualifications for 
statesmanship and patriotic service did not stop with the sec
ond generation. 

I was very happy, indeed this whole House was proud, to 
welcome here as one of its Members the Hon. WILLL\M YaGER 
HmrPHREYs. The third district of l\lississippi is to be con
gratulated in choosing him to step into the shoes of his di -
tinguished father and carry out his plans for progress and 
development. He bas already shmvn the qualities of his father. 
He is a worthy son of a noble sire. We have not only enjoyed 
our association with him in the work of the Congress but we 
have grown to respect ills ability and realize his great useful
·ness here even at this early day. I am sure Mr. liUllPHREYs 
would be happy to know that his only son is following in the 
footsteps of his father as a useful Member of this body. 

l\Ir. HuMPH:REYS was a lover of music. Indeed, there was 
music in his very soul. He loved the beautiful in thought, in 
word, and deed. He loved it in the character of men Hncl 
women. I believe he loved his fellow man as much or more 
than anyone I ever knew. He knew and understood men and 
drew them close to him. He "walked with kings and 'ne\·er 
lost the common touch." 

.l\Ir. Speaker, it is impossible for me to find words that might 
adequately expre s my feelings when I learned of tile death 
of Mr. HUMPHREYS. His death was a distinct per onnl loss 
to me and my family. It happened I learned of it too late 
to reach Greenville, where I would have gone to pay my lust 
respects on the memorable day of his funeral. 

Soon after I came to Congress I made the acquaintance of 
this g.ood man, and during a greater part of the time since I 
.met him we lived at the same hotel here in Washington. Our 
families became fond of each other, and I grew inore and more 
fond of Mr. HUMPHREYS as the days went by. I have lost uot 
merely a friendly acquaintance but a real friend, one whom 
I was proud to claim as my friend. His friendship was both 
delightful and valuable to me. His memory will be treasured 
so long as I live. I found in him one to whom I could go 
for advice upon problems that troubled me when I fir8t came 
to Congress, and as I turned to bim, he always receh"ed me with 
that kindly and gracious marmer so pronounced in him, a nd 
gave me the benefit of his able suggestions and sound advice. 

IDs devotion to his family was beautiful. His wife is oue 
of the most charming ladies I have ever known, and she always 
shared with him the love of hosts of friends here and el~c
where. She, like Mr. HuJ.LPHBEYS, also came from the bet blood 
of the old South. She is typical of that old school of Houthern 
womanhood, the queen roses in the garden of our civiliz:ation. 
l\lr. HUMPHREYS, therefore, during his long years of bonornhle 
and remarkable senice was bles~eu in having at hi· shle 
a most lovable, cultured, gentle, sweet, antl helpful companion. 

I have no doubt had he lived be could have continued to 
repreEent his district in Conb'Tess as long as he c~recl to serre. 
His service was not confined to bis district, but it was nation
wide, and his death wa.s a distinct loss not only to :Mississippi 
but to the whole Nation. His record of service as a lawyer, 
soldier, statesman, and historian is an enduring monument to 
his genius and patriotism, and will continue to be an inspira
tion for those who come after him. 

It might be truly said of BENJAMIN GRUBB IlU:llPHREYS 
that " His life w1ts gentle, and the elements so mixetl in him 
that nature might stand up and say to all the world, ' This \Yas 
a man.'" And in the words of Tennyson: 

His strength was as the strength ot ten, 
Because his heart was pure. 

Mr. RA...~L"N". Mr. Speaker, as I have listened to tbe 
eulogies pronounced by the distinguished Members of this body 
on the life of our late lameuted colleague, BE~ G. HUM
PHREYS, I have realized more fully my inability to meet the 
demand of this solemn occasion. In formal studied phrases 
those who knew him best have paid their tributes of respect, 
while I, who might be numbered among his newly matle 
friends, must come in all humility, as well as all sincerity, to 
place a flower upon his grave. 

I never knew Mr. HUMPHREYS until I entered the Sixty
seventb Congress, but I learned to lO"rn him and to admire Wm 
as time passed away. He was a worthy rep1·esentatiYe of one 
of the most distinguished families of the Old South, and em
bodied in his very make-up the characteristics and traditions 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. His father was a general in the 
Confederate Army and the Governor of Mimiissippi during tbe 
trying tinles of reconstruction, when one of my lineal ancestors 

\ 
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was a member of that constitutional conYention called by the 
white people of the State immediately after the cessation of 
hostilitie in 1865 to readju t our organic laws to meet the 
new conditions. 

Although remov-eH from his positlon by the Federal Govern
rnrnt, no power on earth could remove Governor Humphlieys 
from the affections of hi.s fellow Mississippians, wh.ose 
po terity to-day revere his name, and honor the memory of his 
distinguished son. 

BEN HmrPHBEYS came upon the stag~ of action at a time 
in th.e history of the South that tried the souls of men. 
He sat at the feet of Jefferson Da-ds, perha.ps the. most 
illustrious son that the Southland produced, or that the world 
produced, during the troublous times of the Civil War and 
reconstruction, and imbibed not only the spirit but the tra<ll
tions of the Old South. 

When the war clouds of 1898 lowered upon the horizon, 
and it looked as if America might be involved in a worl{l 
catastrophe, such as burst upon us in 1914, he sustained the 
family record by entering the service and offering himself as a 
sacrifice upon the altar of his country. 

He came to Congress 22- years ago, and served consecutively 
almost throughout 11 terms, and I dare say that no man in the 
history of this great body more impressed himself upon the 
hearts and minds of his fellow Members than did he. Not 
only was he loved and admired on the Dem<>cratic side because 
of his wonderful personality, his amiable character, his inex
haustible store of information, but his ath·action even spread 
and led captive his captors on the other side of the aisle. 

Some one has said, with reference to these friendships which 
Rpring up betwren members of different political parties in this 
body, that they are the :flowers which overhang the walls of 
party politics. :Measured by that standard, truly if BEN 
HU:llPHREYS had his just deserts he would sleep to-day beneath 
a wilderness of roses; for in all my acquaintance in national 
life I have never known a man who was more generally be
loved, more greatly admired, or more highly esteemed by those 
who disagreed with him politically than the late BE~ 
H MPHREYS of !.fissi sippi. 

Perhaps his generous impulses and genial personality did 
more to allay the feelings of bitterne s and dispel the animosi
ties formerly existing between the two side~ of the House, and 
wipe out the aisle that marked the dividing line than any other 
influence that has entered this body since reconstruction days. 

:Not only was he a statesman, but he was a historian in the 
tl'Ue sense of the word. He knew the hi tory of his State 
from the inception of its Territorial government, and even 
went beyond and studied and understood the real history em
bodied in the traditions o:f the race. The common law of our 
people constitutes the real foundation upon which is builded 
our civilization as the outgrowth of the Anglo-Saxon civiliza
tion, perhaps the only civilization that is to-day successfulLv 
standing the strain of twentieth century conditions. It is the 
real law, the real fundamental constitution, that has shaped the 
destinies of tlie world. 

Perhaps no man who has served in this body since ante
bellum days was more familiar with that tradition than our 
late lamented friend. Not only that, but he went further in 
his researches and broUooflt down to u .. e the traditions of a 
race that preceded us on the soil of Mississippi-the abori!dnes 
of Amez:ica, the Choctaw and the Chickasaw Indians, the °most 
highly civilized of all the original American tribes. He knew 
more about them than any other living Mississippian, and It 
has been my profound pleasure, as well as a source of informa
tion, to hear him discuss their habits, their Ia ws, and tb.eir 
modes of life. When the white man came into our State
that is, the English-speaking white man, after these great 
tribes had resisted the French and the Spaniards in their in
satiable greed-when our ancestors came- there, they were wel
comed with outstretched arms, and so far as recorded history 
shows none of these tribes e·rnr shed the blood of an EJnglish
speaking white man. 

Unfortunately when the country became crowded and their 
lnnds were needed for our subsistence, they extinguished their 
camp fires, turned their face.s toward the setting sun, obliter
ated their records, and disappeared to live only in the tra
ditions of the white race. No man perhaps in the history of 
our great State has endeavored more to unravel, to dig up, 
and perpetuate the history of those people than did 1\Ir. 

""bc-MPHREYS. The last conversation I ever had with him he 
promised to come and visit me to go over the old fields where 
De Soto and Bienville combated the Chickasaws, in order 
that be might ferret out some of the hidden facts of that un
written history of this departed race, that it might go down 

to fu.ture generatfons of Mississippi-ans and furnish inspiratlou 
to those who live hereafter. 

He. was devoted to those pri.ndple of Government upon which 
he believed our civilization rests, and always manifested the 
courage of his convictions no matter how heated the contest 
grew on the ftoor of the House. Permit me to say on this 
occasion that if I were asked to pick out the one man wb.o, 
in my opinion, of all the men with whom I have been associated 
in national life, embodied the characteristics of the Old South 
I would not hesitate to point out l\Ir. HUMPHREYS of the third 
district, who for 20 years ably and efficiently represented his 
people on the fi<>or of this body, and who is succeeded by his 
distinguished son. 

Owing to our short association I knew little of bis home life, 
but I was well acquainted with Mrs. Humphreys, and I have 
often remarked that sbe embodied the highest of everything 
that could be attributed to the womanhood of Dixie, which is 
the last word in Christian ciYilization. 

I attended his funeral, anu as his remains sank to rest in 
the soil he loved so well, a storm which had raged for days 
seemed to break. The sun glimmered through the rifts of the 
clouds, while from a neighboring magnolia a moch."ing bird 
trilled his evening lay-a fitting close to a great life. 

The sunlight of history will reveal his many virtues and his 
noble qualities, while the voice of praise will sing his requiem 
throughout generations yet to come. 

Mr. JO~"'ES. Mr. Speaker, to serve in this, the g1·eatest 
legislative body in the world, is a proud distinction for any 
man. To render that service acceptably to those who ha.ve 
honored him and to the credit of the Nation for which it is 
rendered is an added distinction. To perform one's duties 
courageously in periods of storm and stress ns well as in times. 
of peace and harmony is a test of success in public life. 
BE~ HU:\IPHREYS net all of these requirements, and in addi

tion to that won the respect and admiI·ation of every man with 
whom he served. During the time of my service here I have 
kno"'Il of no man who was more universally loved than was he. 

It was my pleasure and privilege t() have an intimate asso
ciation with "Marse Ben," as hi!!! friends affectionately called 
him. I sat at the same table for several years. I have been 
with him during the periods of recreation which serve to 
brighten our lives and lessen the strain of tbe work. I have 
been with him when the task called for decision and for ac
tion of tremendous importance. I have seen him at his desk 
when the numerous calls of a busy office demanded attention. 
And always and everywhere he was tne same clear-eyed, bright
minded, whole-souled, big-hearted, genero.us, genial~ capable, 
and happy B. G. Hmn>HREYS, typical of America an<\ her in
stitutions. 

Since I left the portals of my father's home when my boyish 
vis.ions were just turning into manhood's activities, I have not 
known anyone who meant more to me personally. I mis& him 
and his chosen companion--0ne of the most gracious women in 
America, and who since his passing bas not been with us in 
Washington-more than language can tell. Their kindness to 
me and to one whose happiness is mine can never be forgotten. 

There was no malice in BEN Hu~PHBEYs's disposition, nor 
evil intent. I do not beUeve he ever injured anyone and I know 
that he never wronged anyone. He lived unostentatiously, ac
cording to the principles and philosophy of Him in whose image 
·we are all created, not in a long-faced way, but in the best and 
finest fashion. His disposition was as sunny as his smile, and 
his smile was as never failing as the morning sunrise. If the 
ancient philosopher ·was right when he said that there is a 
special place set apart in that other world for those who love 
their country with an intense devotion then BEN HUMPHREYS is 
entitled to a ~eat with the immortals. 

I shall not attempt to pronounce a long eulogy. No language · 
can adequately portray. There is the life. In itself that is a 
perpetual eulogy to the finest qualities of friendship and the 
highest attributes of citizenship. 

A great character, a companionable friend, in whose passing 
every Member of Congress felt a personal loss; a gentleman 
by birth, training, and cu1ture-BEN HmIPHREYS was a mag
nificient tribute to the manhood of Mississippi and the Nation. 

Mr. DA VILA. Mr. Speaker, if I were asked for a parallel 
for the esteem in which all .Americans· hold the name of Pitt, 
I would say that it is io be found in the affection in which 
the memory of HUMPHREYS is held in every home in Porto Rico. 

The same fine courage, the same hatred of arbitrarine s 
which caused the English statesman to stand up in a Tory 
Parliament and plead the cause of the American Colonies, in~ 
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spired BENJAMIN GRUBB HUMPHREYS of Mississippi, in this 
Hall, to raise his voice for Porto Rico in order that Iler people 
might be relieYed from the administration of an intolerable 
executiYe. 

Few men whom I have met possessed, as did he, so many of 
the sterling qualities of life, and I do not believe my appre
ciation of them can be better expressed than it was in the 
message announcing his death, which I sent to Hon. Antonio 
Darcelo, president of the Porto Rican Senate. I said : 

By cahle, I have just communicated to you the death of }i.Ir. HuY
PHUEYS. Vi'ben I beard of it I was deeply touched, for it is my sincere 
belief that his was one of the most noble souls that has passed across 
the stage of life. Of inflexible character, of unbending integrity, he 
instinctively inspired respe<'t, while at the same time winning the most 
devoted affection by reac;on of his nobility and genero ity. He was 
modest without affectation ; energetic without ostentation; possessed 
of an agreeable addres. ; facile of expression, he kne·w how to harmonize 
rectitutle with graciousne s, and all who came in contact with him 
instinctfrely felt the influence of. his personal charm. 

His was a cultivated spirit, wise, prudent, and discreet. He was not 
actuated by anger or sudden impulse but by moderation and equanim
ity. His acts were always guided by reflection. 
Hu~rPHREYS was the disinterested champion of all just causes to 

which he devoted all of his energy with the enthusiasm of a crusader 
and abnegation of an apostle. His attitude in the Reily imbroglio 
was a splendid example of c:ivic virtue that can never be forgotten by 
us. It would have been difficult to have found in either the Demo
cratic or Republican ranks another champion so qualified to enter the 
lists and break a lance in our favor. All of the Representatives 
sympathized with our island, but none so ready as he to declare 
publicly in our behalf-the Republicans through loyalty to the admin
istration and the Democrats because of insufficient interest in some 
instances and in others because they did not want to embarrass the 
administration in its politics with the insular possessions. Others 
professed to be too busy with other matters. 

HUMPHREYS, when once aware . of the justice of our demands, made 
himself the champion of our cause. His eloquent and sincere voice 
was heard in the Ilous~ of Representatives appealing to the American 
Congress that the appeal of our people for an impartial investigation 
be heard. 

Porto Rico nenr bad in the .American Congress two more clisiu
terested champions than Towner, our present belo,·ed Governor, and 
HUMPHREYS. There was great imilarlty between the two in their 
high conception of justice, integrity Qf character, and mental culti
vation. 

Our people ought to shed tears for the passing of this just and 
generous man who did not hesitate in espousing our cause in the most 
critical hour of our history. 

That mes age, in brief, Mr. Speaker, sums up my estimate of 
Representative Hr:MPHREYS. I believe I can truly say that it 
also represents the feelings of all Porto Ricans, in who e af
fections and in whose history be has made for himself an im
pe1ishable place. 

To those who are acquainted with his life history it seems 
but natural that he should have been our champion on this 
floor, and the inscrutable workings of destiny are almost re
vealed in his selecition for that task. He was born in the 
strife of civil conflict, and when but a,n infant his father, Brig. 
Gen. Benjamin G. Humphreys, who at the close of the Cil'il 
War had been elected Governor of Mississippi, was driven from 
office as a result of the bitter struggle during the trying times 
of reconstruction. 

Ur. HUMPHREYS cherished in his heart nothing that sug
gested " unreconstruction." He, like all you gentlemen from 
the South, was loyal to the core. His service as a soldier in 
Cuba under General Fitzhugh Lee, another southerner, during 
the Spanish-American War, and his oath and duties here proYe 
his loyalty and devotion. But the great wrong which the peo
ple of his State believed bad been committed on the people of 
:Mississippi by the imposition of an alien executive had made an 
indelible impres'"'ion upon him, and when after the flight of 
time Porto Rico was suffering under similar conditions, the 
heavt of the great Mississippian rebelled and the thunder of 
his eloquence was heard in these Halls in protest. 

Fortunately for Porto Rico, our champion enjoyed to an un
usual degree the confidence and esteem of his colleagues. I 
may digress for a moment when I point out that m1deniable 
proof of this is to be found in the records of the last Con
gress. I was an interested spectator on this floor in the closing 
hours of that session when the Mississippi River flood control 
bill was under consideration. 

It was a measure that carried an appropriation of millions 
of dollars and we all know how zealously the party in power 

guards all legislation of that character. Ilut there was a de
parture from the rule on that occasion and a splendid exhibi
tion of confidence which knows no party lines. The incident 
was impressed upon my mind when the chnieman of the com
mittee, Mr. IlooE"'RF:RG, of Illinois, a RepubUcan, pointing to 
our departed friend, said: 

The author of the flood control act, Mr. HmrPHUEYS of Missis
sippi, is a member or the committee that reported this bill. He has 
made a more exhaustive study of the question of flood control than 
any other man in this body, and no one is so well qualified to give 
expert advice as he. Ile lives in the section of the country that is 
vitally affected by this legislation, and he knows in every detail the 
work that has- been done and that must be done; and in order to 
conserve the time of. the House, I will ask the distinguished gentleman 
from Mississippi to explain the details of the bill. 

The applause following that generous exhibition of confidence 
is still ringing in my ears. 1\fr. HUMPHREYS assumed charge 
of the measure and it is needless to say that he di charged 
bi task to the i:;ati faction of Republicans and Democrats alike. 
It was this -confidence, which all Members of Congress had in 
tile man, that won our cause many friends, once he had es
poused it. 

His speech deliYered on tllis floor April 12, 1922, will be a 
model for all time. Tlrnt speech, characterized by historical 
research, patriotism of the highest order, moderation of feel
ing and expres ion. but withal by a determination to see that 
justice was accorded our people, was the beginning of tlle end 
of our troubles. 

He focused the attention of Congress and the coontry on the 
jntolerable conditions in Porto Rico and these were terminated 
by the resignation of the offending governor. 

Mr. Hc~cPHBErs's place is established in history. As the 
author of the flootl control legislation be will liYe for all time 
in tlle hearts of the people along the lower reaches of the 
l\1ississip11i, and the act for the control of floods, which is 
his lrn.nc1hvork, will urYile long after monuments of marble 
and granite haYe crumbled. into dust. 

His cultiYated mind and particularly bis thorough grasp or 
history made him a charming companion. Especially was he 
well yersed in all the records, traditions, and lore of the great 
riwr, the Father of Waters, to the improvement of which he 
dedicated his life. He knew that the early explorers of that 
river and the Southern country came from the islands of the 
Caribbean Sea; that Ponce de Leon, the first Governor of 
Porto Rico, '"as in the vanguard, and that Hernando de Soto, 
the actual discoverer, bad been buried in the bosom of the 
mighty stream almost opposite bis own home. Tbe hardships 
and adYentures of those explorers had fired his imagination 
as a boy, and it '"as a pleasing fancy of his as he approached 
the journey's entl that he could l:!nlist his aid in the cause of 
the people from whom the heroes of his boyhood fancy sprang. 

I am proud that IlENJAMIN GRUBB HGMPHREYS was my friend. 
I would be amiss in my duty to the people of Porto Rico unless 
I to-day paid tribute to the memory of the man whom they 
loved, honored, and \'espected. 

Peace to his ashes. 

1\lr. LOWREY. Mr. Speaker, when I was elected to the 
Sixty-seYenth Congress one of the first and one of the most 
appreciated expres ions that I received was a telegram of con
gratulation from IlE~ HUMPHREYS, as we lov-ed to call him in 
]ilississippi. I appreciated that me sage, becau e I looked upon 
him then as the real dean of the l\lis ·issippi delegat10n in Wash
ington, and because I knew something of the service that he and 
his illustrious father and family had rendered to my native 
State. Especially did I know of the obligation under which 
the whole State has been placed to BEN HUMPHREYS by reason 
of his long and faithful, able, and efficient service on flood con
trol, the effective work that he has d<Ine in saving our State 
from the dangers and hardships of the overflows of the 
Mississippi. 

When I came to Washington to enter the Congress he very 
soon won me, as he won all of his colleagues by his charming 
personality, his great kindness of heart, his genial humor, his 
innumerable attractiYe traits of character. When lrn pas ed 
away I was just beginning to recoYer from a spell of sickness 
which bad kept me in my room for some time and it was im
possible for me to make the trip to pay my last tribute of 
respect by attendance upon his funeral. One of the newspaper ... 
men asked me for an expression of my e timate of BE2-'l" Hmr
PHnEYS and my sentiment toward him. In that expression I 
emphasized the thourrht that has been emphasized here to-day, 
especially by the gentleman from 1\lississippi, l\Ir. RA~KIN, 
because I, too, had been impressed that l\lr. HUMPHREYS, per-
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haps, above any man that I had known, embodied the finest 
traits of the gentleman of the old South . 

The unique and attractive eharacter of the old-time Southern 
gentleman is proverbial. He has alwars commanded and will 
ever command the love and admiration of a thoughtful world. 
He may have been proud, but he at least neither cringed nor 
fawned before any mortal man, and he had dignity and 
chi'rn.lry, love for childhood, and respect for women. His honor 
was sacred and he allowed no man to impugn it. He cherished 
freedom and inuependence, both personal and political, and 
turned naturally to the study of liberty and stat€craft. Such 
was the character of the gentlemen of the old South. 

Of this tribe came a long line of Southern statesmen, jurists, 
and warriors, from Thomas J.efferson to Jefferson Davis, from 
John Marshall to Chief Justice White, from Washington to 
Lee and Jackson, a coterie of great leaders in -every line, whose 
patrioti m ancl ability marked every step in our counh·y's 
progress from the days of the colonies to the days <>f recon
struction which followed th-e Civil War. 

Of this tribe came BEN HUMPHREYS, and I can pay no higher 
tribute than to say that he measured up to the best standards 
and traditions of his lineage. True he came after the days 
of the old South, but not too late to share its best blood and 
its be t traditions. Ilis father was of the old southern stock, 
a brave Confederate general, a governor of his State, and 
his gifted son lacked nothing of the high characteristics that 
have distinguished the line. King David, in his old age, as he 
recounted the blessings of God upon his great life, reached 
the climax in the statement, "And Thou hast gh-en me this 
great blessing in that Thou hast given me a son to sit upon 
the throne." God gives to no man in the course of this life 
a greater honor or a greater blessing than a royal son. BE:.-r 
Hm.IPHREYS was a royal son of a royal father, and royally he 
wore his honors. He represented the State that has been rep
resented iJ1 this Capitol by Dav-is, by Lamar, by Walthall, by 
George, and by John Sharp Williams, and he was worthy of 
the men with whose names his name is associated. He served 
with consecration, with ability and distinction. He rests from 
his labors and his works do follow him. Tho e of us whom 
be has left behind honor his hlgh character and love his 
memory. l\lay we emulate his splendid virtues. 

1\lr. WILSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I stood not so 
long ago in a court room in :Mississippi and assisted in the 
prosecution of a man charged with murder. The eviclt.>nre 
showed beyond question that the defe,ndant was guilty of nmr
der in the :first degree. A great crowd had gathered in the 
courthouse to bear the weird story of the assassination of 
a good man. I heard the counsel for the defense as they 
plead with the jury for the life of the accused. I conld 
almost see sympathetic hearts as they reached out and took hold 
of the "living'' man. I told tbe jury that day that the sad
dest thing always connected with a murder case to me was not 
the taking of human life; that was sad enough, for as I stood 
in the court room that day and looked at a m>or, broken-hearted 
widow, with four little fatherless children about her apron 
strings, my heart broke within me. But the saddest fact 
connected with every murder case is the disposition -0f the 
living to forget their obligation to the dead. Ordinarily, 
when a man iS removed from society, when his Ups are sealed 
by death, and when he is placed in the narrow confines of the 
grave, the world is inclined to turn away from that sa-creu 
mound and to forget the one who slumbers there. Ah, my 
friends, death is an awful thing. It knocks with equal hand 
at the door of the palace and at the door of the peasant's hut 
The poet truly said : · 

Who is the mighty? 
Who is the strong? 
Pontiff, and priest, and soeptered throng? 
On all these must fall, as heavily, 
The hand of denth, 
As when it stays the shepherd's breath 
Beside his .stall. 

It is not so much the thought of death though that dis
turbs the hearts of men, as it is the thought that after death 
we will be forgotten. This awful thought is in.finitely worse 
than tbe thought of death and gives to the grave its horror 
and its sting. It is the longing of every human soul to be 
remembered, and out of this longing has grown the beautiful 
custom of holding these memorial services, tile purpose of 
which is to see th.at the memory of our friends shall never die. 

But, gentlemen, the memory Qf a man like BENJAMrn GRUBB 
IlmfPHnEYS could never fade from the minds of those who 
loved him. He needs no marble shaft to remind those who 
come after him that he once lived, for he took the pen staff 

of human service while he yet lived and wrote his epitaph 
forever upon the heart:s of his fellow citizens. His was a 
long and honorable career in the public sernce. He was born 
in Claiborne County, Miss., August 17, 1865. He was a 
noble son of a nob-le race. He came from that sturdy race 
known as the Northmen, who accompanied tbe Duke of Nor
mandy on his invasion and conqueSt of England in A.. D. 1066. 
His father was Benjamin G. Humphreys, a brigadier general 
in the Oonfed:erate Army and Governor of Mississippi from 
1865 to 1868. His mother, before her marriage, was lllildred 
Hickman Maury, -0f Tennessee. He was educated in the 
public ·cbools of ~xington, Miss., -and at the University of 
Missi ~sippi. He was engaged for years in mercantile pur
suits, and was a commercial tra"teler. He studied law and 
was admitted to the bar in 1891. He served as Superintendent 
of Education for Leflore County for 15 years. He erved 
the people faithfully as district attorney for many years. He 
volunteered and raised a company that went to the front in 
1898 in our war with Spain. In 1902 he was elected to Con
gress. Had be llved to serve his last term in Congress, he 
\YOUld have had a continuous service here of 22 years, 
the longest term of service ever -enjoyed by any other citizen 
from my State. They never thought of opposition to BE~ 
HmrPHREYS in his district in Mississippi, for his people loved 
him with a passionate devotion and their confidence in his 
integrity and ability knew no bounds. 

His serviees in Congress were conspicu-0us. I do not think it 
would be an exaggeration to say that he was the most popular 
and the most beloved character in Congress. He was able to get 
much for his people even at the hands of a Republican Con
gress, for men of all political faiths knew and loved him, .and 
they delighted in serving an~ honoring him. 

He came to Congress determined to see to it that the people 
of his district, who liv~d along the banks of the "Father of 
Waters," and who were expo ed to overflows, were protected. 
It was a splendid thing to watch him as he brought his great 
abilitie to bear upon this undertaking. He was responsible 
for the organization of the Flood Control Committee, taking the 
Mi.;;sissippi River l~gislation out of the Rivers and Harbors 
Committee. As has been well said, "BEN HUYPHREYs's death 
carried away more information about the Mississippi River and 
its problems than the sum total of all that is left." The lower 
branclt of Congres"', largely attributable to his splendid efforts 
and to the efforts of his son, WILL Y. HUMPHREYS, who sue
ceeded him, but recently has appropriated $10,000,000 
for the protection of the people he l°"ved so well. Oh, how 
happ3· it "Would make his great heart if he knew that his son 
was in this body now carrying to a successful conctusion the 
great work he so ably initiatecl As a testimonial of the esteem 
in which BEN HU)IPHREYS was held by his coworkers in Con
gress, WILL Y. HUMPHREY", even though he has been here but a 
few months, to-day occupies a place in this House that it would 
ordinarily take a man, regardless of his mental attainments, 
15 or 20 years to attain. 

BE:i Hu~IPHREYS loved his God and his fellow man, but of all 
humanity he loved best the wife of his bosom. He married 
l\Iiss Louise Yerger, of Greenville, Miss., October 9, 1889. 
The devotion between these two souls was beautiful. The 
Christmas before he died he wrote these lines: 

TO LO"C"IS1!l 

I drenm<ed a dream of the morning 
When the shadows lay far to the west ; 

or a rose-tinted, wondrous dawning 
When the blue birds were makin"' their nest. 

As I watched my dream day a borning 
A fairy of radiant hue 

Came out of the purple morning 
And, sweetheart, that fairy was :you. 

I dreamed a dream of the evening 
When the shadows had slid back ea.st, 

And the merry bells or the morning 
Tolled the Angelus of the prle t. 

As I watched the magic blending 
Of silver, and gold. and blue 

A queen came out of the sunset, 
And, sweetheart, that queen was you. 

Then I roused me out Qf my a.reamin.g 
And got me up with a will 

And the high sun still was beaming 
And the blue birds nffiting still; 

The morn and evening had ended
The gold and rose-tinted hue--

And the queen and the fairy had blended 
In the living presence of rou. 
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So while on this hallowed morning
The day of the Christ Child's btrth

With a contrite heart I am thankful 
For the vouchsafed joys of earth ; 

For the promised glow of the sunset, 
For the dawn with its saffron hue, 

For its struggles and promised triumph& 
I'm thankfullest, most, for rou. 

After their marriage they went to the old homestead that 
was located where Itta Bena now stands. BEN HUMPHREYS 
often told about an old darker who in his zeal to fix up the 
place for the reception of his young master nailed a board 
oYer a hole in a post. The bole had been used by some blue 
birds for nesting purposes. When BE_ Hu11PHP.EYS saw what 
had been done, be tore the board aloose and instead of putting 
it over the hole in the post, he nailed it down by the side so 
the little blue birds could find a resting place near the home. 
This was indicative of the character of BEN Hm.IPHREYS. He 
loved everything-birds and .fiowers and people. His great 
heart was too full of love for bate to find lodgment there. 
Even though a man of splendid mental attainments, if I were 
culled upon to put my hand upon the thing above all others that 
made BEN HUMPHREYS great, I would place my hand upon his 
heart. I know that he is not dead, -for it is written somewhere 
in the Ble ed Book that "we know that we have passed from 
death unto life because we 10"\·e the brethren." 

BEN HIDIPHREYS had many attainments. He was a gentle
man. He was a man whose conduct proceeded from good will 
and an acute sense of propriety and whose self-control was 
equal to all emergencies; he did not make the poor man con
scious of his poverty, the obscure man of his obscurity, or any 
man of his inferiority or deformity; he humbled himself if 
necessity compelled him to humble another; be did not flatter 
wealth, nor cringe before power, nor boast of his own posses
sions or achievements; he spoke with frankness, but always 
with sincerity and sympathy, and his deeds followed his word; 
he thought of the rights and feelings of others rather than of 
bis own ; he appeared well in any company; and he was at home 
what he seemed to be abroad-a man with whom honor was 
sacred and virtue safe. Ile was a statei;;mnn. He was a 
Christian citizen. l\lany of you might not be aware of it, but 
he was a poet of wonderful ability. He enjoyed writing about 
the old-time Southern darkey. He wrote Dilcey, this old 
plantation song: 

DILCEY 

Dar's a land far, far away 
Dat we'll never see, dey say 
Twell de angels come and bring us back de days 
We spent when we was young, 
Wid all de songs we sung 
And all de good old fashion ways. 
But some times in my dreams I can see it 
And it seems de old plantation·s come to life agin. 
I can hear de darkies sing, 
Hear old Booker's banjo ring, 
And Dilcey's voice a-jinin' in. 

(Chorus) 

When de moon was climbin' high 
Whar de cypress kissed de sky 
And de big old hoot-owl 
Used to ask us: "Who?" 
I'd take my banjo long 
And we'd answer in our song, 
A-dancin' on de old Yazoo. 

II 

On a bright October night 
When de cotton fields was white 
I brought my Dilcey to my cabin home ; 
And ev'y day since den 
My only thoughts has been 
Of de joy she brought me when she come. 
We use to sit at nights, 
Watch de steamboat's tllck'rin' lights, 
And hear her whistle blowin' round de bend. 
When we'd hear de deck hands sing, 
Bear de bells begtn to ring, 
We'd know our fun was comin' den. 

Ill 

But our dreams will pass away 
And I reckon, like dey say, 
De old plantation days is gone for good; 
But I'm watching in de stars 
Whar dey has dem chariot cars 

For I knows she'd take me ef she could. 
It's twenty years and more 
Since dey took her fum my door 
And laid her whar our little childn sleeps, 
But her picture's in my heart 
And I know it won't depart 
Hits de one my 'membrance loves to keep, 

IV 

I know my race is run, 
Da t my time is almost come, 
For dese legs can't hardly tote my body round. 
But my heart is gittin' young 
For I hears de songs she sung 
Ev' time I lays dis olcl head down. 
Bush! I hears 'em singin' now. 
Dilcey's learned dem angles how. 
Listen ! All my dreams is clJmin' true ; 
I can hear de dancers call 
" S' lute yo' pardners, ba!ance all! " 
And I'll jine 'em like I used to do. 

Then he wrote My Black Verbena : 
MY BLACK VERBENA 

Way down yonder in Issaquena 
Whar de white folks sits in de shade, 
Dar I met my big Black Verbena
She's the sweetest gal ever was made. 

Iler face so black clat de white folks never seen her 
When she rambled round in de dark, 
But I knowed she was dar, 
From the pnffume of her hair, 
And de way day my coon dogs bark. 
I'm a conscious objector when it comes to war, 
I plays a shepherd's lute in de White Dove band, 
But when it comes to women, 
When it comes to women, 
Oh, when it comes to women, 
I'm a dang'ous man. 

Was a little yaJler coon furn up in Coahoma 
Come a draggin' his wing roun' dat chile, 
Be lowed he liked dat same sweet aroma 
And de way 'at she throwed bet· smile. 
Ile called hisseH a gamberlin' roamer 
And he strutted a bull doozin' way. 
He 'lowed he 'uz gwiner pluck 
Dat Black Verbena bud and 
Put her in his own boquet. 

Now, I ain't atter trouble wid no gamberlin' man; 
I'm no sturb maker ; I'm a family man. 
When de guns begins to shootin', 
I'm dat man dat ran, 
But when it comes to women, 
When it cqmes to women, 
Oh, when it comes to women, 
I'm a dang'ous man ! 

And he wrote many other poems that will enrich our South
ern literature. 

1 His death ·on October 16, 1923, was sudden and without warn
ing. It came as a bolt of lightning out of a clear sky. It was 

i a shock to our entire country. Many who had known him best 
' and loved him most could hardly realize it. I shall never 

forget the day when we took all that was mortal of him out 
to the cemetery in Greenville, l\liss. It was an awful day. 
The tears were even dropping from God's heaven, and evel'y
thing and everybody seemed to be sad. Great crowds stood 
with bared heads and heavy hearts to pay a last silent tribute 
to the man whom they honored and loved. 

But, my friends, BEN HuMPHnEYS is not dead. He only 
sleeps that sleep that knows no awakening until resurrection 
morn. We remember that in the long ago, early one morning 
the good women sought our Savior in the new-made tomb, and 
when they looked in and found him not, it was an angel who 
broke the stillness of that awful hour and said: 

He is not here ; He is risen. 

And as we think of BEN HcMPHilEYS to-day, that voice seems 
to echo back across the centuries: 

He is not dead ; he is risen. 

Risen not in imagination, not in a dream, but into that 
higher and grander and better life where men never die and 
flowers bloom on forever. 

We all know that somewhere beyond this vale of tears there 
is immortal life, where the tired eyes of men open to the bliss-

• 
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ful light of immortality. The stars do not go down. They only to soar. All he ·had were the tail feathers, and those were soon 

,,. arise on another shore. They shine always, somewhere, bright plucked from him. • 
jewels in the great dome of Heaven. Flowers fade and pass Buf not so WILL Hm.IPHBEYS; he had none of the pomp and 
away, the leaves fall, but they are not dead; they only wait pride of an illustrious famiJy, but he bad the independence and 
through the cold winter months the coming again of summer the confidence of latent powers rapidly developing. . 
and the sweet warm breezes of springtime. He and his boon companion, Congres man WEBBER Wrr.so:N", 

Our departed friend, IlEN HUMPHREYS, whom we remember a man of exceptional brilliancy and talent, have been my con
this Sabbath day, is not dead. He merely sailed away not long stant chums since I came to Congress, and they have already 
ago in the hush of the pale twilight through the purple shadows a wide circle of friends in the House whose influence they can 
out on the ebbing tide into the unknown sea, on toward the always claim for Mississippi. 
far off mystic isles, where in a safe anchorage lie the craft So, too, it is my proud boast that for 13 years my dear
of those "·ho have gone before. ·Let us, as we meet here to- est and most powerful friend is another :Mississippian, in my 
day, reconsecrate and rededicate our lives anew to the splendid opinion, the ablest and most potent man of the South now in 
:V-irtues that crowned the life of that good man, so that we, Congress, Senator PAT HARRISON. 
some day. somewhere, by the grace of God, "may in some Loyalty and service, in my opinion, are two of the very 
brighter clime bid him good morning." finest things of life, and I know no man in the Senate who 

rypifies those two splendid qualities to me more than PAT HAR-
1\Ir. CLANCY. Mr. Speaker, I presume to speak for Michi- RISON. I have always told big men of my State that PAT com

gan, and I say to rou many in Michigan grieve too for Mis- mands more votes pel'sonally in the Senate than any other Sen
sissippi's loss. The far north of our common country extends ator, and that be gets tJiings done more quietly, effectively, and 
to the far south its sincere symp;itby. surely than any other Senator. 

For your Joss was our Joss. Congressman BEN HUMPHREYS He has hosts of friends from the North. He can get Repub-
.was om· frienu, and whenever Michigan wanted anything in Jican votes of the North, both in the Senate and the House. 
Cougres duri.ng· recent ~'ears, he was always counted upon as We have had him coming to Detroit for the past 13 years, 
a powerful ally and adyocate for our cause. and he gets a warmer welcome every time be comes. He is as 

When I say 1\lichigan, I mean more particularly the heart welcome to Detroit in spite of some sectional feeling as he is to 
of Michigan, Deh·oit, that wonder city which men hail not only Boston and :New England and other sections of the country. 
in this country but all over the world as a benefactor of man- ! I am happy to be here with the Mississippi delegation to-day 
kind, that blessed city whose products, such as medicines, auto- becau e of the e friends and others-because of Senator HUBERT 
mobiles, flying machines, and a score of others, make life STEPHENS, also an olcl friend. so courteous and so true; Lecause 
easier anu llappier for humanity eYerywhere, and whose doc- I of that great power on the Ways and Means Committee, WILL 
trines of bigh wages, short hours, and honest magnanimous CoLLIF.B, always a friend of my State and a great asset to his 
dealings lift up the heart and spirit of toiling millions every- own State. He helped lead the great automobile fight recently. 
where where a precarious living must be earned by the sweat I admire your stormy petrel, Congressman JOHN RANKIN, a 
.of one's brow. man of sterling qualitie . It is always good to bear PERCY 

I speak not only for myself as a representative of Detroit QUIN get up and put the Republicans back in their places. 
in Congre. s but for the mayor of Detroit, Frank E. Doremus, PERCY sure does love Republicans. So with Ross COLLINS, JEFF 
an able arn] mucll-beloYed man, wl10 has been honored more Bussy, and B. G. LowREY, all men of note on the floor. 
signalJy by Michigan during the past 40 years than any other Now, the waters of dear old l\1ichigan going through the 
Michigan citizen. Chien.go Canal in due time lap the shores of your beloved 11I:is-

He lo-ved BEN Hu:\rPHBEYS, and the love was mutual. They sissiypi, carried there by the ~'ather of Great Waters. As 
were constantly together-great hearts, great minds, _great Michigan and Mississippi are thus bound together by that great 
spirits-they were as Damon and P.rthias. river and the extension project of a sort which BEN HuMPHilEYS 

I was Secretary to Congressman Doremus when he first came so dearly loved tc1 foster, may we not consider that we are 
to Washington in 1911, and I saw much of Mr. HmrPHREYS. also bound togetller in spirit, Michigan and l\Iississippi, so 
I had a deep affection for him-he was so kind, so genial, so di-verse apparently in thought and habits and yet so like and 
capable, so "·iiling to help by bestowing a kindly greeting of so friendly? 
smile or word, the small things that make the day brigllter. Figuratively speaking. to-clay we throw flowers on the broad 
He was just as quick to give a ·si tance in his powerful, effec- bosom of Lake 1\lichigan to the memory of BEN HUMPHREYS, 
tiYe manner by ueed or action. ::m<'I in clue time the grt'at riYer which he loved so well will 

That was what made him valuable to his di trict. That was faithfully carry them past his own State of Mississippi, be
wlly he alwa~'S commanded the strength of Mr. Doremus when tokenillg to bis people our love and a.ffec:tion for him. 
ML issippi needed anything. Ile helped and was helped. For 
Mr. Doremus was po\Yerful, too-in Congress, in the "hite Mr. BUSBY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to add my sfmple testl
House, and in the departments and bureaus of GoYernment. monial of lov·e and r~spect for this good man we are commem
He was the party leader in election time, chairman of the orating on this occasion. It was not my plea, ure to know him 
Congressional campaign committee. long, but I met him when I came 11ere a Congressman-elect dur-

Twice Mr. Doremus gained the House and Senate for the ing the last session of the Sixty-seventh Congress. I often 
Democratic party, and the Democrats had neYer carried the heard of BEN HUMPHREYS and his great services to the State 
House and Senate twice in succession since the dread Civil of Mississippi while be was l1ere in the Halls of Congress. 
War. And Ur. Doremus was at the command of Mr. The Mississippi River project is a vital project to our State, 
HUMPHREYS. and through his services along that line he became known 

But that was true of IlEN Hm11PHnEYs-the bigger the man, throughout the entire State. When I first came here during 
the more he was willing and anxious to serve BE~, and that the last session of the Sixty-se-venth Congress it was my good 
applied not only to Democrats but to Republicans. pleasure to come in direct contact with l\Ir. HUMPHBEY"S. He 

Just yesterday I was riding around the Speedway with our was living at the same hotel where I spent several weeks. 
brilliant floor leader, Congressman Frn1s GARRETT, of Tennes- He seemed to take an interest in the young men who were 
see, and he passed judgment upon BEN HUMPHUEYS. coming into Congress. I soon learned to feel especially close 

I have been here many years and I have seen but very few to him. I also met his i;ood wife, and a more lo-\able woman 
really big men, said :Mr. G.ARRE'rT. One of these was BEN HUM- I have never known. They both treatecl me with that parental 
PHBEYS. He was a good, lovable man; a master of the art attitude that caused me all the while to seek out their rom
and science of politics. He was a tremendous asset to l\Iissis- pany. The responsiveness to my seeming request, although 
sippi and to the country. not expressed, was genuine, and I felt at home with them, as 

What more can be said of your dead leader? He was · a loss I would feel with my father and mother. I frequently talked 
to Detroit; at present the loss of any Mississippi Senator or with Congressman HUMPHREYS. He told me three days before 
Representative is a loss to my city and my State. the end of that session that this important legislation was com-

'Ve see in the budding statesmanship and abilities of his son, ing up for consideration by Congress-the legislation that 
WILL HmrPIIBEYS, the virtues of the father. Not often is it authorized $60,000,000 for flood control. He said to me: 
"like f'ather, like son." But here, the eagle has begotten an "I do not know whether that bill is going to get through or 
eaglet not; it is important that it should get through. My heart is 

Napoleon tried to beget an eaglet to carry on his dynasty set on its being enacted into law at this session." 
and he called his son "The Eaglet," but his royal son was an He said that Mr. Mondell, the Republican floor leader at that 
eaglet in name only-he lacked all the weapons of offense and time, had told him that be had maue one promise, and that 
defense, the eye and spiriti the beak and the claws, the wings promise was that this bill should be passed by the House and 
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Senate and signed by the President before the adjournment of 
Congress. The next day the bill was called up. It was passed 
with one single dissenting vote. It caused me to look and 
think and try to understand what situation collld come about 
which would cause a bill of that great importance to pass 
the House with so little opposition. It was a bill that car
ried millions of dollars outside of the Budget estimate, and 
was opposed for that reason by the President and by the 
Budget committee. What power did the man possess to carry 
his friends with him to that extent? I thought about the 
ability and personality and power of the man who could do a 
thing like that. It seems to me that through the great touch 
some men have by which they control their fellow men he 
had gotten hold of the hearts of the entire body that make 
up Congress, whether they be on the Republican or the Demo
cratic side, and by reason of that power he was able to do 
the things he did do for his section of the country. 

When I was back here last September Congress was not in 
session. ~Ir. HUYPHXEYS and a few other Members were in 
Washington. I had an opportunity to associate with him 
day after day at that time, and I availed myself of that op
portunity. I sat 1n his office for hours at a time and talked 
with him. He told me uany things of interest and many times 
did I think I could see in him some of the reasons for these 
wonderful powers. 

His life has been a life of study to me because frankly I have 
never seen a man who exerted such power over other men. 

I am glad I knew him; I am glad it was my privilege to 
J1ave associated with him even though it was during a brief 
period of time, because in his life I am sure we can see rea
oons for us to imitate his character. We can look to bis 
example to sliow us how to be great and good men and how 
to do n.nd accomplish things in the way of service to our 
feUow men. 

I often think of the effect such a life has on other Ii 1es. 
Some one ln defining success has said: He has achieved suc
ce who has lived well, laughed often, and lo"red much; who 
has gained the respect of his fellow men and loved little chil
dren ; who has accomplished his task and filled bis nkhe ; who 
bas left the world better than he found It, whether by im
proYed poppy, a perfect poem, or a :r:escued soul; whose life has 
lJ.een a blessing and· whose memory is a benediction. 

I think I can see in the great life of BEN HmrPHREYS that 
this definition of success was fully met. In the closing remarks 
of that splendid address of John Temple Graves at the grave of 
Henry W. Grady we hear him say the e words: 

I bave seen at midnight the gleaming headlight of the giant loco
motive ruslting onward through the darkness, heedless of dangers and 
uncertainty, :mu I thought the spectacle was gra.nd; 

I have seen the light come over the eastern hills in glory, driving 
the l~y darkness before it like mist before a sea-borne gale, till lea! 
and tree and blade of grass sparkled in the morning ·rays like myriads 
of diamonds, ana I have known that it was grand; 

I ba>e seen the lightning leap athwart the storm-swept sky, hov
ering over- chaotic clouds and howling winds, till cloud a.nd darkness 
anll tbe shadow-haunted earth ftashed into noon-day splendor, and I 
ha>e known that it wn.s grand; · 

But the grandest thing next to the radiance that flows from the 
Almighty's throne is the light of a noble and beautiful life shedding 
its benedictions on the destinies of men, and at last finding its home 
in the bosom of God ! 

Surely the life {)f BENJAML."'i G. HUMPHREYS was a noble and 
beautiful one, and an inspiration to all who knew him/ 

~1r. m"DERHILL. Mr. Speaker, it was not my pleasure to 
know llEN Hu_ PHRF.YS as long as some of my colleagues. It 
was my p1iYilege, however, to know him intimately, for I was 
fortunate enough to live at the same hotel in Washington, which 
gaye me tbe om urtunity to meet with him day a.ft.er day. This 
brought us in clo e contact outside of our legislative association. 
It was also rn~' privilege to be entertained in his own home at 
Green-ville, ~fus. A general favorite at the hotel, popular with 
all his colleagues in Congress, it was back home where everyone 
lon~d and reS{ eded bim almost to the extent of adoration. I 
shall ne-1;er forget the pride of the principal of the colored 
school a.t Greem ille when she referred to Congressman Hm1-
PHREYS as "l\Iy Congressman and our belo'i'ed fellow citizen 
who has been such a good friend to our race." In the House, 
on committees, at the hotel, and in his home he was always the 
same kindly gentleman. 

Few men a.re blessed with, or have clllti'rnted, such a lovable 
character. It followed that he in turn should be blessed with 
the friendship and trust of those who knew him, with the love 
and companionship of the sweet little lady whose personality 

is as lovable as his own, who shared in his success and his sor
rows, his victories and his clisappointment:s, with a son who suc
ceeds him in Congress and who Inherits his sterling integrity, 
courage, and high character. 

'Massachusetts joins with 1\fissi sippi in a tribute to his 
memory and the sorrow of his loved ones. Poet, statesman, hus
band, father, and friend, your life ls summed up in the words ot 
Robert Louis Stevenson: 

I would be true, for there are those who trust me ; 
I would be pure, for there are those who care; 

I would be strong, tor there ls much to suffer ; 
I would be brave, for there is much to bear; 

I would be friend to all, the foe, tbe friendless ; 
I would be giving, and forget the gilt ; 

I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and lift. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, leave will be 
granted to all Members to extend their remarks in the REconn 
on the life, character, and services of the late IlENJAYIN 
G. HUMPHREYS. The Chair bears no objection. In accordance 
with the resolutions heretofore adopted, the House will stand 
adjourned until to-morrow at 12 o'clock noon. 

ADJOUJU\~NT. 

According1y, at 2 o'clock and 10 minutes p. m., the Hou e 
adjourned until to-morrow, l\londay, .April 7, 1924, at 12 o'clock 
noon. 

SENATE 
MONDAY, April 7, 1924 

The Chaplain, Rev. J. J. l\Iuir, D. D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Our Father, we rejoice before Thee this morning. Thou 
hast gtven to us another opportunity for service. Do grant, 
we beseech of Thee, necessary wisdom, and may we find our
sel"res always ready to cooperate with the rughest interests of 
Thy kingdom on earth as well as with the welfare of our 
lo\ed country. Be very gracious unto us in Thy dealing~. 
Lead us along pathways of truth and righteousness, and so 
be with us that we may honor Thee continually. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The reading ct-erk proceeded to read the Journal o! the 
proceedings of Friday last, when, on requeRt o! Mr. Ctnrrrs 
and by unanimous C()nsent, the further reading was dispensed 
with and the Journal was approved. 

lIESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

A message from the House of Representatives. by Mr. 
Haltigan, one of its clerks, announced that the House bad 
passed without amendment the following bills of the Senate: 

S. 47. An act to permit the correction of the general ac
count of Charles B. Strecker, former Assistant Treasurer United 
States; 

S. 107. An act for the relief of John H. l\1cAtee; 
S. 796. An act for the relief of William H. Lee ; 
S. 1021 . .An act for the relief of the Alaska Commercial 

Co.; 
S. 1703. An act for the relief of J. G. Seupelt ; and 
S. 2090. An act to provide for the advancement on the re

tired list of the Regular Army of Second Lieut. Ambrose I. 
Moriarty. 

The message also announced that the House bad ngreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6815) to au
thorize a temporary increase of tlle Coast Guard for law en
forcement 

The message further announced that the House had pu.sseu 
the bill (S. 646) for the relief of Ethel Williams, with an 
amendment, in which it requested the concurrence of Ole 
Senate. 

The message also announced that the Ilouse had passed the 
following bills and joint resolution with amendments, in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 514. An act authorizing the Secretary of War to grant 
a right of way oYer the Government levee at Yuma, Ariz.; 

S. 661. An act for the reUef of Charles Hurst; 
S.1219 . .An act for the relief of l\1a.rgaret Nolan; 
S. 1861 . .An act authorizing the Court of CWms of the United 

States to hear and determine the claim of Elwood Grissinger; 
and 
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